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„„ THE 
. DIVINE GOVERNMENT, &c. 
| ———— | 5 * 


| Ps ALM 97. 1. | 
Taz Lond REINE TN, LET THE EARTH REJOICE 3 LET THE MUL. 
|  _TITUDE OF ISLES BE GLAD THEREOF, 


[MAT ſo many Perſons (notwithſtanding our reli- 

JL gious advantages) are unacquainted with the eſ- 
ſential doQtrines of Chriſtianity, and can give no ſcrip- 
tural reaſons of their faith and practice; that many 
others have the form, but not the power of godlineſs, 
or the opinions without the conſolations of religion, is 
matter of grief to all who know the importance of 
ſacred truth, and can have compaſſion on thoſe who 
are out of the way. Amongſt other principles of Re- 
ligion, apparently on the decline, the belief of a-par- 


ticular Providence, or that the Divine Government is 


concerned every where, and in all things, ſeems to be 

retiring more and more from the minds, and conver- 
ſation, and practice of men; and no wonder; ſince 
avowed infidelity and practical atheiſm are too evi- 
dently gaining ground among nominal Chriſtians. This 
doctrine, that © Gop's kingdom ruleth cver all,” as it 
is expreſſed in one of the Pſalms for the day, is per- 
haps, of all others, moſt immediately ſuited to ſupport 
the mind of man in adverſity, to humble him in proſ- 
perity and to carry us calmly and cheerfully through 
the troubles and changes of life. To creatures in our 
circumſtances, it appears altogether as needful as a 
| | - cordial 


— 
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cordial to the faint, a ſtaff to the lame, and a guide to 
the blind. It affords a ſure ground of rejoicing, and a 
ſource of the moſt refined pleaſure on all occaſions, (and 


is therefore not unſuitable to the preſent) whilſt the 


doctrine itſelf is aſtoniſhingly ſublime, and the ſtudy of 
it delightful beyond expreſſion. But it is proper, in 
entering upon it, to take heed that we treſpaſs not be- 


vond the bounds which re ſet by the gracious Author 8 
of Revelation. Within theſe I hope to be preſerved ; 


and ſhall be careful to advance no delufive reaſonings 
and imaginations of my own, or of other men, but uy 


I that pure doctrine which I may confidently ſay, have 


been taught in the ſcriptures, Let us then, firſt, con- 
ſider, what is implied in the expreſſion, © The Loxp 


reigneth, or what is the nature of the Divine Go erm. 
ment? And 2dly. obſerve, that the knowledge of this 


truth, © The Lord reigneth,” or a belief in the par- 


_ ticular Providence and Government of God, is at all 
times a ground of thankfulneſs and joy. «© The Lonp 


reigneth, 1 | 
iſt. It was propoſed to conſider the meaning of the 
aſſertion, © The Lord reigneth.” In treating of the 


Divine Government it has been uſual to make a diſ- 


tinction between the Kingdom of Providence and that 
of grace. The latter, which is exceedingly copious, 

comprehending within itſelf all the parts of pure and 
vital Chriſtianity, cannot be enlarged upon at preſent, 
though it is deſirable not to paſs it over without a few 
remarks. I: was foretold by the inſpired prophets, 


_ that in theſe laſt times © the Gop of Heaven would ſet 
up a kingdom, which ſhould never be deſtroyed,” that 


the Saviour of men, who is alfo called © the deſire of 
all nations,” would be © a King and reign in righte- 


ouſneſs” ; and that, notwithſtanding the bloody oppo- 
fition and apparent ſucceſs of his enemies at firſt, he 


would till be placed as © King on the holy hill of 


en,; 


(a) 


+ . 


Zion“; which took place when, being raiſed from the 
dead, He was exalted as the Head of the Church to be 


a Prince and a Saviour, to beſtow repentance and for- 
giveneſs of fins. Dan. 2. 44. Hag. 2. 7. If. 32. Pſ. 2. 
Acts 5. 31. His true ſubjects are made willing to obey. 

Him in the day of his power, and become the children 


of Gop by a ſpiritual. birth, without which gracious 


change none can ſee his kikgdom. Pſ. 110. Jo. 3. 3. 
It rifes not with external pomp, like the kingdoms. of 
this world, but lies chiefly in the inward conflict and 
experience of the heart; and is therefore generally 
overlooked and ſlighted by thoſe who are not yet its 
genuine ſubjects. Io that queſtion of the ſelf- righteous 


and Phariſees, when will the kingdom of 


Gop come? our Lord anſwered, The kingdom of 
God cometh not with obſervation. Neither ſhall they 
fay, o here, or lo there; for behold the kingdom ot 


Gop is within you.” Luke 17. 20. However, the 


power and effects of this kingdom are truly great and 


' wonderful. The Lord reigns in His people's hearts by 


his Spirit, and ſubdues their iniquities, according to his 


promiſe. Then will I cleanſe you from all your filth- 


ineſs: A new heart alſo will I give you: And I will 


put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 


ſtatutes.” Ezek. 36. Other monarchs think it ſuffic.- 
ent to deliver their edicts by proclamation, or in 
writing: Our gracious King © puts His laws in cur 
inward parts, and writes them in our hearts.” Jer. 
31. 33- By the power of His grace he makes the 
proud humble, the malicious forgiving and tenger- 
| hearted, the covetous liberal, the lover of the world 


to ſeek all happineſs in God, and the vain formalift 


to truſt in the Saviour alone for righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength ; for He © caſts down imaginations, and every 


tigh thing that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge ct. 


Gop, and brings into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt,” 2 Cor, 10. Thoſe who wich to 
| 1nqu!re 
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- inquire farther into the nature and effects of the king- 
dom of grace, or true religion in its power, are refer- 


red, for the preſent, to the Apoſtle's brief, but plain 
definition in Rom. 14. 17. upon which they may exer- 


ciſe their meditations at leiſure. The kingdom of 
Gov is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and 
peace and joy in the HoLy GHOST. . 


bl 


a | 
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It may be thought that the kingdom of Providence is 


more immediately intended in the Text; though it 
ſeems beſt of all to take it in the largeſt and moſt ex- 


tenſive ſenſe, as implying that univerſal rule and do- 
minion which the exalted Saviour poſſeſſes at the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high, and which He exerciſes in 


Heaven and in earth, in providence and in grace, in the 


church and in the world, over angels and men, good and 
bad; for © all power is given unto him in Heaven and in 


earth; and He is ſet far above every name that is na- 


med, not only in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
come.” He reigns in Providence for the good of His 


church, and that He may extend the influence of His 


grace to all parts of the world, which will aſſuredly 
take place before the end of it; © for He muſt reign till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet.” 1 Cor. 15. 25. 


That the Lord governs the world is as certainly 
taught in Scripture as that he made it. For © the 


kingdom is the Lon p's, and he is the Governor among 


the nations.” Pf. 22. 28. There 1s no ſuch thing as 
chance, or accident with God ; nor do any events occur 
which were not before him from the beginning. 
«Known unto Gop are all his works from the begin- 
ning of the world.” Ads 15.18. What is ſaid to have 
been foreſcen with reipect to his knoze/edge appears to 
have been foreordained as referred to his 2. In the 


fame verſe where the Apoſtle obſerves that all things 
were created by the Sox of Gop, he declares that all 


things 


„ 


things were made for him; and in another place he tells 
us that “all things are put under him.” Col. 1. 16. 1 
Cor. 15. 27. And it is by virtue of unicn with CHRIST 
that al zhings become ours; for they are made ſubſer- 
vient, in ſome way or other, to the happineſs of his peo- . 
ple, who are all one with him. 1 Cor. 3. 21. + 


1 


The Government of this country is called a limited 
Monarchy ; that of ſome others is termed abſolute, or 
deſpotic, the will of the Prince being, generally ſpeak- 
ing, the law of the people. But theſe afford only a 
very faint and imperfect ſhadow of the Divine Govern- 
ment, which is abſolute in the higheſt degree, and uni- 
verſal in the. ſtricteſt ſenſe, extending to all perſons, pla- 

ces, and things. The Bible is full of this doctrine ; and 

the 6th verſe of the 135th Pſalm is alone ſufficient to 
_ prove the truth of it. Whatſoever the Loxp pleaſed, 
that did he in Heaven and in earth, in the ſeas, and all 
deep places.” We are affured that “ by Him Kings 
reign,” and that he diſpoſes of © the kingdoms of the 


world to whomſoever he will.” Prov. 8. 15. Dan. 4.25. 


They flouriſh, or decay, are raiſed up, or diſſolved, ac- 
. cording to his good pleaſure. Of this the King of Ba- 
bylon was thoroughly perſuaded, after his humiliating 
degradation related in the 4th of Daniel. I Nebu- 
chadnezzar lifted up my eyes to Heaven, and my under- 
ſtanding returned to me, and I bleſſed the Mos r Hicn, 
and I praiſed and honoured Him that liveth for ever, 
whoſe dominion is an everlaſting dominion, and his 
kingdom is from generation to generation. And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing ; and 
he doeth according to His will in the army of Heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, What doeſt thou?“ 
This admirable paſſage favours the opinion, that he was 
the happy ſubject of converting grace; and it is the 
language of charity to add, O that numbers amongſt 
= | us 
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us, with all our religious advantages, knew as much of 
the true Gop as Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen ! 


| Hence it appears, that the LokD reigns with unli- 
mited ſway, and invincible power, ſo that his will can 


never be reſiſted with ſucceſs, nor any thing prevent the 
_ accompliſhment of his deſigns; for in this reſpect all 


the inhabitants of the earth, when combined together, 
are as nothing. As he ſays alſo in the 46th of Ifaiah; 
« My counſel ſhall ftand, and I will do all my pleaſure.” 
His kingdom embraces all perſons and events; and all 


creatures animate and inanimate . are made to ſerve 


Him. Plenty and want, honour and infamy, pleaſure, 


and pain, peace and war, life and death, ſtorms and 
_ earthquakes, and all the elements, and plagues and 


bleſſings of every kind, act in obedience to his com- 
mand, and take the places he has appointed them. 
For © the Lox killeth and maketh alive; he bringeth 
down to the grave, and raiſeth up. The LoRD maketh 
poor and maketh rich: Fire and hail, ſnow and vapour, 
and the ſtormy wind” are repreſented as © fullfilling his 


word. He turneth a fruitful land into barrenneſs for 


the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. He turneth 


the wilderneſs into a ſtanding water; and there he 


maketh the hungry to dwell, that they may ſow the 
fields, which may yield fruits of increaſe, &c.“ 1. Sam. 
2. 6. Pf. 148. and 107. 


If this doctrine were faithfully received, it would 


hardly fail to correct ſome of the errors and impieties, 


which are now ſo common amongſt us, and ſo ſhameful 


in a country called Chriſtian. Did men properly know 
and feel their dependance on the LoRD every moment, 


they would not dare ſo to preſume on life as to make 
poſitive reſolutions and declarations reſpecting their fu- 


ture conduct without ſome reference to an over: ruling 
and all- directing Providence. We ought to ſay, if the ' 


LORD 
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Loxp will, and we ſhall live, we will do this, or that.“ 
James 4. Again, if when we engage in any undertak- 
ing, or ſeek any office, or preferment, we look only to 
the patronage of man, and think it ſufficient to obtain 
the intereſt of the great: or if, when any have attained 
to eminence, we ſay, they have raiſed themſelves by 
their own merit, or attribute their advancement only to 
humap power, we judge fooliſhly, and ſpeak as thoſe, 
who forget a providence and the honour due to Gop ; 
for which we are thus reproved in the 75th Pſalm. 
ce Deal not fooliſhly. Lift not up your horn on high; 
ſpeak not with a ſtiff neck. For promotion cometh 
neither from the eaſt, nor from the welt, nor from the 


ſouth. ButGovis the judge: He putteth down one, 


7 


and ſetteth up another.” A ſimilar error is committed, 
when the wealth which a perſon gets in trade is aſcrib- 
ed to his own abilities, and induſtry, whilſt God who 
provides talents, friends, ſituation, every favourable cir- 
cumſtance, and his bleſſing to influence and crown the 


whole, is ſcarcely acknowledged. The Iſraelites, before 


their entrance on the promiſed land,were earneſtly warn- 
ed by Moſes againſt this common impiety. © Beware, 
leſt when thou haſt eaten and art tull, and thy filver and 
thy gold is multiplied, &c. then thy heart be lifted up, 
and thou forget the Loxp thy Gov, and ſay in thy 
heart, My power, and the might of my hand hath got- 
ten me this wealth. But thou ſhalt remember the LoRD 
thy Gov: for it is He that giveth thee power to get 

wealth.“ Deut. 8. EE 


Few events take place on earth, in which the inhabi- 
tants feel "themſelves more concerned, than war and 
peace. Yet the ſcriptures aſſign them both to the So- 
vereign will, power, and Providence of Gop, and in 

language of a very remarkable kind. He claims the ar- 
mies for his own; He levies, trains, gives them their or- 
ders, and is himſelf diſtinguiſhed by the awful title, 
1, wn The 


P 
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Tux Loxp or Hosts. In the 13th of Ifaiah, the pro- 
phet deſcribes “a tumultuous noiſe of the kingdoms of 
nations gathered together.” If we inquire, wherefore this 
vaſt armament ? it is replied,“ The LoRD oF Ho muſ- 
| tereth the hoſt of the battle. I, ſays He, have'@mman- 
1 ded my ſanctified ones; I have alſo called my mighty 
ſ | ones for my anger.” The doctrine of the New Teſta- 
i ment on this ſubject differs not a tittle from that of the 
Old. 85 * The Kin 3 ſays our Lorp in the parable, | 
« was wroth, and ſent forth his armies, and deſtroyed - 
thoſe murderers, and burnt up their city”; i.e: after 

the Jews had crucified CHRIST, and he was riſen from 


Fu the dead, the Lorp ſent the Roman armies, under 

1 - Titus Veſpaſian, and demoliſhed the city of Jeruſalem, 

Vith terrible ſlaughter, and unexampled miſeries of 

= the infidel inhabitants. Mat. 22. 7. e inſtruments. 
3 may be wicked men, who ſeek only to gratify their 

oon ambition; but the Lok D employs them to ſcourge 

the guilty, after which they receive the puniſhment due 

1 to their own crimes. e : 


Me may further obſerve, that the very weapons of 
flaughter, the ſword and the ſpear, as well as all deſo- 
lating judgments, are claimed by the Lorp as his ſer- 
vants, and receive their commiſſion from Him, accord- 
ing to which they invariably act, as appears from his 
own words Ezek. 14. © I bring a ſword upon that land, 
and fay, ſword, go through the land. When I ſend - 
my four ſore judgments upon Jeruſalem, the ſword, and 
the famine, and the noiſome beaſt, and the peſtilence.” 
Hence alſo the prophet Jeremiah's affecting apoſtrophe 
in his 47th chap. during the calamitics of war. 0 
thou ſword of the LoR D, how long will it be ere thou 
be quiet? put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, ref and 
be ſtill. How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Loxp hath 
ven it a charge againſt Aſhkelon, and againſt the 
ſeaſhore? there hath he appointed it.” The prayer of 
| 5 - David 


En. 


David in the 35th Pſalm, when diſtreſſed by his ene- _ 
mies, is entirely in the ſpirit of this doctrine. He 
fpeaks. as one who knew that no weapon could ſtr in 
his defence unleſs God moved it. © Take hold of 
ſhield -and buckler, and ſtand up for my help. Draw 
- out alſo the ſpear, and ſtop the way againſt them that 
perſecute me: ſay unto my foul, I am thy falvation.” 


- 


I ue ſkill, ſtrength and valour diſplayed in battle, 
and the victory are alſo aſcribed wholly to the Divine 
will and power. The ſtrongeſt man living would in an 
inſtant become 'faint, and the braveſt a coward, ſhould 
God give the order. We are informed in one of the 
leſſons for the day, why the King of Aſſyria was ena- 
bled to deſolate all the countries, and why the inhabi- 
tants fainted at his approach. Haſt thou not heard 
long ago,” faith Gop, © how I have done it? now 
have I brought it to paſs that thou ſhouldſt be to lay 
waſte defenced cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore 
their inhabitants were of ſmall power, they were diſ- 
mayed and confounded.” Is. 37. 26. The Jews in the 
wilderneſs had the promiſe, that in caſe they obeyed 
Gov, a handful of them ſhould chaſe multitudes of 
their enemies; but if they forſook Him the reverſe 
would certainly take place. © How ſhould one chaſe 
a thouſand, and two put ten thouſand to flight, except 
their rock had fold them, and the Loxp had ſhut them 
up?“ Deut. 30. Hence we are ſo often reminded, 
that“ the battle is the LoRD's“, in the aſſured belief of 
which truth David thus addreſſed Geliah: “ Thou 
comeſt to me with a ſword, &c. but I come to thee in 
the name of the LoRD of HosTs. This day will the 
_ Lox deliver thee into my hand. And all this aſſem- 
bly call know, that the Loxp ſaveth not with ſword 
and ſpear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will 
give you . into our hands.” Arguing from the ſame 
Principle, Jonathan, the valiant friend of David, pro- 


pulſed 


JJ 


poſed to his armour- bearer that they two alone ſhould 
attack a garriſon of the Philiſtines. Come, and let 
us go over; it may. be that the LoxD will work for 
us: for there is no reſtraint to the Lord, to ſave by 
many, or by few.” 1 Sam. 14. 6. As a demonſtration 
of this truth the LoxD has py e e vanquiſhed large 
armies by ſmall numbers, or ſuch weak and mean in- 
ſtruments as men deſpiſe. Perhaps few, even under 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, with all their ſuperior light, 
have underſtood the preſent ſubject ſo well as David, 
as may appear from that illuſtrious paſſage, 1 Chron. 
29. © Wherefore David bleſſed the Lok D before all 
the congregation : and David ſaid, bleſſed be thou, 
LorD Cos of Iſrael our father, for ever and ever. 
Thine O Lox, is the greatneſs, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty; for all 
that is in the heaven, and in the earth is thine, —thine 
is the kingdom, O Lox, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. Both riches and honour, come of thee, and 
thou reigneſt 'over all, and in thine hand is power and 
might, and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give ſtrength unto all. Now therefore, our Gop, we 
thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious name.” I cannot 
ſtop to comment on the beauty and ſublimity of this 
paſſage, but ſhall only add, May it be often made the 
ſubject of our meditations, that being underſtood as 
well as admired, it may be written on the table of our 
hearts! And let us hope that our ſovereign this day 
acts under a full conviction of the ſame truth, that the 
battle, the ſtrength, and the victory, are the Lord's. 


| We have little difficulty in conceiving, that the 
Lonxp works by good men, and is the Author of all 
our bleſſings: But when we proceed to conſider, the 
_ perſons and crimes of the wicked, and how the Divine 
Government is thereby conducted, we meet with things 
which are confeſſedly hard to be underſtood.” T0 : 
F 1 V 
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46 
the latter muſt be taken in, or the doctrine of a provi- 
dence, as above ſtated, cannot be maintained. If one 
event be ſuppoſed to happen againſt the intention of 
the Great Firſt Cauſe, then it will follow that the will 
of Gop may be fruſtrated, which no Chriſtian of a 
ſound mind can admit, and a door is immediately 
opened for the abominable error of the Marichees, who 
held two firſt cauſes, and repreſented the devil as 
nearly equal in power to Gop. There is not time to 
anſwer the common objections; but if we are well 
grounded in two things, we ſhall not be ſo likely as 
_ otherwiſe to fall into any dangerous error. The firſt is, 
that no moral evil can poſſibly proceed from Gop, as 
its inſtigator, or agent. And 2dly. that all the exiſt- 
ing evils which he decrees, or permits, and which, with 
all inferior cauſes and effects are parts of that yaſt and 
complicated plan, which is before him, will in ſome 
way or other, work for good, and at length iſſue in the 
divine glory. This will be effected by infinite wiſdom 
and power ; but in ways which muſt exceed the know- 
| ledge and capacity of any mere creatures. And here 
we may well ſtop, ſince the inſpired Apoſtle himſelf, 
when touching on the ſubject, is checked into adoring 
_ . admiration. © O the depth of the riches both of the 
wiſdom and knowledge of Gop | How unſearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! For 
who hath known the mind of the Logp ? or who hath 
been his counſellor ? For of Him, and through Him, 
and to Him are all things : to whom be glory tor ever! 
Amen. '—Rom. 11. 3. 


Thus guarded we may venture on the conſideration 
of thoſe paſſages which ſpeak of evil as coming from 
Gov, as in Amos 3. 6. Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Loxp hath not done it?“ And Lam: 3. 37. 
“Who is he that ſaith, and it cometh to paſs, when 
the Loxp commandeth it not? Out of the mouth of 
— the 
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the Moſt High proceedeth not evil and good?“ Whe- 
ther we underſtand by evil here war, or fainine, rapine, 
or murder, public or private troubles, the will of Go 
in ſending them is with reverence to be acknowledged, 
who hath appointed theſe things for wiſe, juſt and gra-. 
cious deſigns known to himſelf, and the accompliſn- 
ment of which men are ſo far from being able to pre- 
vent, that they are conſtrained to promote it, though 
without any ſuch intention ; whilſt the moral evil that 
is in any of theſe things belongs ſolely to the immedi- 
ate agents, and their tempters. It is not difficult to 
conceive, that many things, which, as committed by 
men, are atrocious crimes, yet as Gop appoints them, 
who has an abſolute right to our lives and property, 
and alſo when viewed in their influence on, and the re-. 
lation they bear to other perſons, may loſe their very 
nature, and be conſidered as righteouſneſs, mercy, (or | 
love. The murder of Sennacherib by his fons was horrid 
parricide ; yet as Gop cauſed him thus to fall, it was 
a righteous act, or a juſt puniſhment of that invader for 
his many barbarities; and doubtleſs the countries, 
which he threatened, might conſider his death as an 
inſtance of the divine mercy towards them. If. 37. 7, 38. 
The guilt of thoſe who ſhed the blood of the So Nof 
Gop is unparallelled * yet the juſtice of Gop in pu- 
niſhing fin, and his love towards, finners, as manifeſted 
in that tranſaction, are beyond. conception; whilſt we 
are . carefully informed that thoſe wicked Jews and 
Gentiles © were. gathered together for to do whatſo- 
ever his hand and his counſel determined before to be 
done.” Acts 4. 28. In providence, the crimes of one 
man are frequently punithed, by thoſe of another, and 
in a way ſimilar to the offence firſt committed. Jacob, 
who impoſed on his aged parent, when blind, is repeat- 
edly beguiled by Laban, and after a long.courſe of 
years is deceived by his own children in fo diſtreſſing 
a manner as almoſt to break his heart. David com- 
8 N | 5 mits 
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mits adultery with Bathſheba ; and behold ! the period 
arrives, when his own wives are debauched openly. 
Whet in Abſalom was abominable wickednels, the 
Lokp claims as his own appointment, to correct Pa- 
vid, and to manifes the divine diſpleaſure againſt his 
ſin. Thus ſaith the LoR D, Behold I will raiſe up evil 
againſt thee out of thine own houſe, and J will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy 
neighbour, and he ſhall he with thy wives in the fight 
of this fun. For thou didſt it ſecretly: but I will do 
this thing before all Iſrael, and before the ſun.” 2 Sam. 
12. Thus alſo the parent often meets with that dif- 
obedience in his children of which himſelf was guilty 
when a child. The unfaithful ſervant, when, many 
years after, he becomes a maſter, if not puniſhed be- 
fore by. human laws, is defrauded, it may be, by thoſe 
about him: In ſhort, caſes might be multiplied with-' 
out end. We may alſo obſerve that the kind and vir- 
tuous acts of men, have often here a correſpondent re- 
ward. Joſeph was faithful as a ſervant; and the Lox 
gave him favour wherever he went. David ſhewed 
mercy unto Saul, when he was in his hands; and was 
afterwards himſelf received kindly by Achiſh the Phi- 
liſtine king, and avowed enemy of Iſrael. It is granted 
that the retribution is not a/ways made here (for an uni- 
verſal judgment is approaching, ) and that theſe things 
are very imperfectly ſeen by us, commonly overlooked, 
and often appear quite the reverfe of what has been 
repreſented; For „clouds and darkneſs are round 
about him.” Yet we are alſo aſſured (and it is enough 
for us to know) that © righteouſneſs and judgment are 
the eſtabliſhment of his throne:” and theſe ſometimes 
break forth with ſuch bright effulgence, that men will 
confidently ſay, © Verily there is a reward for the righ- 
teous; doubtleſs there is a Gop who judgeth the 
earth.” Pf. 58. f 


= 


It appears then that the Loxp ſo reigns over bad 
men, that whilſt they tranſgreſs his revealed will by 
their fins, they are conſtrained to fulfil his ſecret pur- 
Poſes. concerning themſelves. And as their malice _ 
was once employed in bringing on the gracious work 
of redemption by the death of CRRIS r, ſo it has been 
often uſed for the trial and purification of the church. 
In their oppoſition to the Goſpel, they are permitted - 
to proceed ſo far as may be needful to ſhew the excel- 
lency of- es by bringing its graces into exerciſe, 
to try profeſſors, promote the welfare of the faithful by 
wholeſome correction, and thus to advance the glory 
of Gop; after which He, who has ſet bounds to the 
waves of the ſea, commands their proud rage to be 
ſtayed. For © ſurely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe 
thee: the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain.” 
Pſ. 76. 10. Whilſt this doctrine is ſo encouraging to 
| believers, it is excellently ſuited to confound the 
pride of the wicked. For a time they may trample. 
on the truth, and glory in their ſhame. They may 
live in eaſe, gaiety and ſplendour, and ſeem to fin with 
impunity: but let them tremble to be informed from an 
infallible oracle, (Num. 32. 23.) that *their fin will 
ſurely find them out.” They flouriſh only till they have 
fulfilled that part of the divine plan, for which they are 
fit inſtruments; and they are then laid aſide, and 
« receive the due reward of their deeds.” O LorD, 
how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very 
deep. A brutiſh man knoweth not ; neither doth a 
fool underſtand this. When the wicked ſpring as the 
graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity do flouriſh, 
it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed for ever.” Pſ. 92. The 
above obſervations may alſo furniſh us with a key to in- 
terpret ſuch places of ſcripture as the following: The 
wicked is ſnared in the work of this own hands. Gop 
taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs. With him is 
ſtrength and wiſdom : the deceived and the deceiver 
| are. 
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are his. He leadeth counſellors away ſpoiled, and 

maketh the judges fools. He fruſtrateth the tokens of 
the liars, and maketh diviners mad; turneth wiſe men 
backward, and maketh their knowledge fooliſh. There 
are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheleſs the 
i counſel of the Lox, that ſhall ſtand.” Pſ. 9. 16. Job 

5. 13. and 12. 16. If. 44. 25. Prov. 19. 21. 


That the evil ſpirits are under a ſimilar controul is 
evident from Revelation, which is our only ſure guide 
on this myſterious ſubject. It appears indeed, that they 
far ſurpaſs wicked men in knowledge, faith, and 

power ; for they believe the truths of {ſcripture and 
tremble : yet they are as much ſubject to the diſpoſal of 
Gop, and as unable to hinder any of his deſigns as 
other creatures. And whilſt they act from their own 
malignant ſuggeſtions, they are over-ruled to accom- 
pliſh his ſecret, and ſometimes his revealed purpoſes ; 
of which abſolute ſubjection they ſeem to be conſcious. 
The lying ſpirit, who propoſed to perſuade Ahab, by 
the mouths of his prophets, to go up to Ramoth Gilead, 
that he might fall in battle there, had no power to act 
till leave was granted him by the KI XG of the univerſe. 
1 Kings 22. We ſee plainly that every ſtep Satan 
took in afflicting Job was by permiſſion folk above; 
and that Satan meant it for evil, but Gop ordained it 
for good. The devils deſiring to poſſeſs and deſtroy 
the ſwine, made their petition to CHRIST, and were 
_ obliged to wait till he had iſſued the command, thereby 
acknowledging him, a poor, deſpiſed man, to be Lord 
of all. Perhaps it is in ſome ſuch ſenſe as this that 


=_ they are ſaid to be © in chains,” and that CHRIST has 


the keys of hell and of death.” Jude 6. Rev. 1. 18. 

We are certain that their confinement will ſoon. be 

much ſtricter than ever; for He, who has the key of the 

bottomleſs pit, will come and bind Satan for a Thou- 

' ſand years, Rev. 20. 1. | : 
G Delightful 
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Delightful is the language of the prophets reſpe&ing 
the happy times which are yet to ſucceed, when © the 
way of God ſhall be known upcn earth, and his ſaving 
health among all nations.” Pf, 67. The LoRD fo. 
_ reigns in the government of the univerſe, and in the 
affairs of men, in the diſpoſal and regulation of all 
changes and events, that he thereby prepares the way. 
for extending the knowledge of himſelf, and for eſta- 
bliſhing true religion, or his ſpiritual kingdom, in all 
_ countries, and which will then“ ariſe and ſhine” in 
wonderful purity and glory, as the ſun from behind the 
clouds. If. 60. This will take place in the period de- 
noted by the 7th trumpet, as predicted in Rev. 11.15. 
* And the 57th angel ſounded, and there were great . 
voices in heaven, ſaying, The kingdoms of this world. 
are become the kingdoms of our Lorp, and of his 
CuRIs r, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever.“ Whe- 
ther this trumpet has begun to ſound, or whether we 
are now entering upon the period ſignified by it, is a dif- 
ficult queſtion, and which perhaps cannot be anſwered 
at preſent in a ſatisfactory manner, though the negative 
ſeems moſt probable. However, it is pretty generally 
agreed that the time is near; the event, we know, is 
ſure; and let believers rejoice. . . 


We are now come to the 2d general head; that the 
doctrine relating to the divine government, and a par- 
ticular providence, as taught in ſcripture, is at all times 
a ground of thankfulneſs and joy. The Lorp 
reigneth; let the earth rejoice.“ 


Several reaſons have, I hope, already appeared. 
Could all men receive the truth, all would doubtlefs fee 
cauſe to rejoice. But this effect cannot follow with- 

out faith; or unleſs we give a hearty aſſent to the 
doctrine, are habitually —— it in our minds, 


and attain to an experimental uſe of it in our condutt _ 
. : ; by | , . 4 on 
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bn all occaſions. © All men have not faith“; which 
is the reaſon why ſo little beauty is feen in what is 
truly excellent ;—ſo little comfort derived from the 
very ſprings of conſolation. Unconverted men have 
commonly a bitter averſion to this doctrine, and can-— 
not endure to believe that the Loxp reignus amidft:fo 
much apparent diſorder, that they are in his hands as 
« clay in thoſe of the potter, and that he has an abſo- 
lute right to diſpoſe of them, and does actually direct 
all things according to his good pleaſure. Nor ſhould 
we be, ſurpriſed at it, fince we are alſo taught that 
they © do not /ike to retain God in their Knowledge,” 
but rather to be © without him in- the world,” though 
in one ſenſe it is impoſſible, as“ He is not far from 
every one of us; for in Him we live, and move, and 
have our being.” Rom. 1. 28. Eph. 2. 12. Acts 17. 27. 
Wretched men! who contrive to live without Goo? 
though they cannot move but as he gives them power] 
On the other hand, the true believer learns to fay with 
David, © I have ſet the LoRD always before me; be- 
_ cauſe he is at my right hand I ſhall not be moved.” 
And to him the doctrine is as an excellent oil, which 
makes him of a cheerful countenance ; or as a rich 
cordial, which gladdens the heart. | | 


The ſubjects of the kingdom of grace, to which 

happy number ſome of us we hope belong, have moſt 
abundant cauſe for rejoicing. «& Let the children of 

Zion be joyful in their KI x G.“ Let us praiſe Him, 

who hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs; 
and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear 

| fon, in whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins.” Col. 1. 13. Conſider, my 

| brethren, attentively the freeneſs of the mercy, and the 
power of the grace, which alone made you to differ 
trom others. It was not by your own wiſdom, or abi- 
lity, that you were led to embrace the falvation of 

DS 5 5 | CyRIST, 
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CnRIsT, and to © count all things but loſs that you 
might be found in him” ; but it was © according to 
the good pleaſure of his will, who hath made you ac- 
cepted in the beloved. By the grace of Gop you are 
What you are,” as believers. Phil. 3. 8. Eph. 1. 1 Cor. 15. 
10. And let your ſouls rejoice: when aſſured that the 
ſame, © grace is ſufficient 'for you“ on all occaſions. ; 
and that you may perform the hardeſt duties in the 
- ſtrength of the Loxp JESUS. Phil. 4. 13. If you can 
trace within yourſelves any work of true repentance, 
and faith; if CuRkISsT has begun to reign in your af- 
fections, captivating your thoughts to himſelf, and pu- 
ifying your hearts from the love of the world, pride, 
eg hieoufueſe, envy, hatred, and other wicked luſts, 
then take courage to- go forward in his ſtrength ;: for 
e will never leave this gracious work till he has comple- 
ted the deſtruction of all your enemies. © Be thank 
ful to Gop for his unſpeakable gift; for grace ſhall 
reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life by I ESUs 


CHRIST our LORD. Rom, 5. 21. 


And let all thoſe Wwho. now mourn for their ſins, and 
are anxious to obtain forgiveneſs, be of good courage 
When they hear how JEs Us reigns on purpoſe to bleſs 
and fave perſons of their character. Having taken our 
nature, ſuſtained our ſorrows and temptations, and ſuf- 
fered for our fins, he is now ready to © comfort all that 
mourn, and to give them beauty for aſhes.” If: 61. Let 
them draw near then by faith; and © their fins, which 
are many, ſhall be forgiven them.” Yea, © let them 
come. boldly unto the throne of grace, that they may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
_—_.--.;. | - indi 
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Me return now to conſider the doctrine of a ſuper- 
intending providence, as it has been partly explained. 
that we may perceive its excellent uſes as a ſpring o 

* e cConſolation, 


conſolation, and learn to apply it on various occaſions, 
Man by nature is ſtrictly ſpeaking the child of ſorrow. 
Being born in fin he is of courſe “ born to trouble as 
the Packs fly upward.” Job 5. It is in vain to ſeek 
for exceptions in any clime, or. ſtation... Thoſe who 
are bleſſed with temporal affluence have their meaſure 
of cares, fears and ſorrows, with many diſtreſſing wants 
which nothing temporal. can ever ſupply: Alhare 
blind to the future; except as they may, in general, 
know that - troubles will certainly follow one after 
another here till the body itſelf be diſſolved. What 
thanks then are due to God for preſcribing a univerſal 
antidote in the doctrine of a particular providence, as 
connected with Goſpel promiſes, and thus manifeſting 
His good will towards men” ! It is his own gracious | 
command that we ſhould © caſt all our care upon him, 
. becauſe he careth for us.” 1 Pet: 5. 7. Is any thing 
ſo likely to calm the mind of man under the troubles of 
the day, and to deliver him from all painful anxiety reſ- 
petting thoſe of the morrow, as a full perſuaſion that 
-Gop alone has the ſupreme rule, and management of 
all things, whoſe glorious perfections ſecure him from 
the poſhbility of error, or wrong ; and who directs the 
whole with a ſpecial view to the benefit of thoſe who 
truſt in him? What appears to us diforder and confu- 
fron, is before him harmony in perfection, whilſt chance 
and accident are terms ſuited only to our ſhortlighted- 
neſs; for as you have heard to day * *even a ſparrow is 
not forgotten before him; it cannot fall to the ground 
without his will, and the very hairs of our head are all 
numbered.“ Not the ſmalleſt part of this vaſt, and 
amazingly intricate ſyſtem of things can move againſt 
his intention, who © hath made all things for himſelf” ; 
or without his obſervation, -whoſe © eyes are in every 
place beholding the evil and the good.” Prov. 16. 4. 
m_ —_— 


| 1 2nd, Leſſon, Luke I2, 4—9. | 
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When therefore we properly e the infitte vir 
dom, goodneſs, and truth of Gap, toget} T 


finite er to execute all his f ſes. 
promiſes to them that fear him, we are ſatisfied that, all 
will be well, that He, and not we, ought to direct, tha 


we ſhould- rather rejoice that the ee in ſu ch 
hands, and that it is our wiſdom and duty to pray with 

our whole heart, as he hath taught us; « Thy king- 

dom come, thy will be done.“ They who learn the 
right application of theſe truths, in a time of trial, 
ſhall find them not like the“ broken reed piercing the 
hand of him that leans upon it; but like © the rod 
and ſtaff which comforted David, fo that he feared no 
evil, even in the valley of the ſhadow of death.” Who 
then would not 'wiſh for the peace and unity 
of the righteous man? © Surely he ſhall not be moved 


for ever; he ſhall not be afraid of evil _ ; ns heart - | 0 


Lo frech truſting in the Lok D.“ Pſ. 112. 


It is very diſtreſſing to good men to behold infidel 
opinions, and the vicious practices which follow them, 
gaining ground, whilſt true piety flies from. the- pyblic 
converſe of men, and is rarely ſeen in their ſocial viſits, 
where ſhe ought to appear to her neighbour's edifica- 
tion, and her Maker's glory. The — is ſtill more 
dreadful, when the ſacred truths, firſt ſpoken by the 
Loxp of glory and ſealed with his blood, are diſmiſſed 
from the — gr with the ſneer of contempt, or 
made the ſubject of profane ridicule. © When iniquity 
abounds, the love of many will wax cold.“ In ſuch a 
caſe, thoſe, whoſe godlineſs is unqueſtionable, may ſtag- 
ger, and fink into an unbecoming deſpondency,as if the | 
LorD were forgetful of his gracious promiſes. But © this 
is their infirmity. Let them © remember the years of 
the right hand of the moſt High, and his wonders of 
old.” Pf. 77. In the abounding impieties of the times 


let them mark the fulfilment of propheſy, and trace the 
© goings 


cuyn wickedneſs. How far they mage be Pan nl 


1 


ridence, who-hascertified us, that 
ſhould come ſcafters, -- 


goings of God in 0 
& in the laſt day S there 
after their ave "luſts.”. 2 Pet. 3. 3. 
work aſſigned them for which they are fitted by their 
to 
proceed no man can tell; 3 bounds 


are ſet, and that the end will be confuſion to thamſelves, 


glorious to God, and advantageous to mankind. Some 
ave ä that * 2 eee may be 
uſed to teax off tho es unſcrip- 
tural inſtitutions, hich ſtill deform the face of the vi- 
ſible church in different countries; and which her pro- 


feſſed ſons are either too careleſs to diſcover, or too ſu- 
pine and indolent, or too weak and fearful, to remove 
dy gentler means. ; However, that may be, let the” 


church of true believers rejoice that the Lonp rei 
. whoſe love to her is more. tender and. _ 
than that of a mother towards her f 
hath engraved her on the palmsof his RS. and will 


nate 


never ceaſe to watch over her for good till he hath 


« made her a praiſe in the. earth. Fear thou not; 
for I am with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am thy 
Goo: I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my vine the 


naeſs. Behold, all they that —— incenſed rn 


' ſhall be aſhamed and confounded : they 


nothing and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall ſhall — 


The wind ſhall carry them/away, and the wind 
ſhall ſcatter them ; and thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lox, 
and ſhalt glory in the — One of Iſrael. See [f. 41. 
10. and 49. 1 3. „ 5 
EE, Amidſt all the defalations and miſcries mid horrors of 
war, when the inhabitants of the earth languiſh, when 


the fields are ſtrewed with human bodies, and the ſea, 


in the emphatic language of ſcripture, © becomes as the 


blood of a dead man,“ it is our conſolation to * 
5 | that 


They alſa have a 


Gl d di 


Who 
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* 


that terrible as theſe events appear, they are parts of 


* 


(4) 


that incomprehenſible dominjon; which the ELoxp ex- 
erciſes, and by which he. accompliſhes his purpofes of 
righteouſneſs and mercy. For © the LoRD hath his 
way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm, and the clouds 


are the duſt of his feet.” Nahum 1. 3. They who ac- 


knowledge his hand with humble adoration, and truſt 
in his mercy, may take courage and ſay, GOD is our 
refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 

and though the mountains be carried into the midſt of 
the ſea.” Pf. 46. It may tend indeed to damp our re- 
Joicing at the preſent time, when we turn our thoughts 


— 


to the ſcenes of afticn ; and if we conceive ourſelves 


on the deck of a large ſhip covered with mangled fleſh 
and gore, amidſt the groans of wounded and dying 
men. We are bound aſſo to ſympathize with the! nu- 
merous families that have ſuſtained a mournful breach, 
and are now in tears for a huſband, a father, a ſon, a 
brother, fallen by the hand of violence. And if we 
likewiſe feel for the ſufferings of thoſe engaged againſt 
us (and Chriſtianity requires ſo much) and reflect far- 


ther on the calamities which ſtill hover round us and 


threaten the earth, the view is dark and gloomy,” and 
we are filled with mournful apprehenſions. But when 
we properly confider how the Loxp reigns, and diſ- 
' poſes all theſe things with a view to the welfare of his 


: ont then the dark cloud becomes as a thin miſt, 


through which the rays of the ſun begin to break, arid 
beyond which we percerye. the ſky is all clear and fe- 
rene. For “faith is the evidence of things not ſeen.“ 

Heb. 11. We. know, from an authority which cannot . 
err, that there muſt be commotions and wars of a na- 
ture pecuharly dreadful, and attended with horrible 
. carnage, for the puniſhment and deftruttion of Anti- 
"chriſt, or the adverſaries of the kingdom of Is us, and 

© eſpecially thoſe who favour the 9 — of po- 
| | „ 


% 


( 25) 


pery. Of this righteous vengeance the Apoſtle had x 
repreſentation in viſion, under the emblemn of an im- 
menſe-winepreſs, from which he beheld the blood to 
iſſue, till it ſtood as high as the. horſes' bridles, for the 
ſpace of a thouſand and fix hundred furlongs. Rev. 14. 
It appears that the countries marked out for theſe hor- 
rors will be chiefly ſuch as have perſecuted the fol- 
lowers of CHRIST in former ages, and where their 
blood has heen ſhed. . © For they have ſhed the blood of 
ſaints and prophets, and he has given them blood to 
drink.” Rev. 16. The inſtruments employed in the 
execution of the divine judgments ſeem chiefly to be. 
ungodly and cruel.men ; whilſt the Loxd's own people 
are commanded to retire from the tremendous ſcene 
that they may ſeek him by faith and prayer, and have a 
place of ſafety provided for them till the ſtorm is over. 
and gone. © Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee ; hide thyſelf 
as it were for a little moment until the indignation be . 
overpaſt. For behold: the LoxD cometh out of his 
place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity ; the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and 
ſhall no more cover her ſlain.” If. 26. 20. Though it 
becomes us as Chriſtians to deplore the perſonal miſe- 
ries of thoſe who ſuffer in theſe times, yet it is no leſs 
proper for us to rejoice in the approaching deliverance 
of the earth from 225 and every Antichriſt; for when 
the laſt plagues ſhall have been poured out on finful 
men, a long, peaceful and moſt happy period will ſuc- 
ceed, during which ChRIST will have willing ſubjeCts 
in all countries, and © the whole earth ſhall be filled. 
with his glory.” Pſ. 72. Hence at the fall of Babylon 


the church is repreſented as full of exultation and joy, 


* ſaying, halleluiah ; ſalvation, and glory, and honour © 
and power unto the Lord our Gop; for true and 
righteous are his judgments ; for he hath judged the 
great whore,“ [the church q, Rome)” which did corrupt the 
3 DFI ns eafth⸗ 


4 


earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood 
of his ſervants at her hand. And J heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude—ſaying, Halleluiah; for the 
'Loxp Gop. omnipotent Teignetf. Rev. 19. Men 
will then ceaſe to hate, perſecute, and deftroy one 
another; for the great tempter to theſe evils will him- 
ſelf be bound, arid true Chriſtianity will univerſally pre- 
vail. They ſhall not hurt, nor deftroy in all my holy 
mountain; for the earth ſhall. be full ef the knowledge 
of the Loxp, as the waters cover the fea.” If. 11, 9. 
The horrors of war and the honours of the military pro- 


7 
* 8 


feſſion ſhall be no more; for the people ſhall. glory in 


none but the Prince of peace, and ſhall manifeſt their 
relation to him by their love to one another. © They 
ſhall beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and their 


3 


ears into pruning hooks: nation ſhall not lift up 
word a ainſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any 
more.” If. 2. 4. It ſeems probable that the text has 
reſpect to theſe bleſſed times, eſpecially, if we conſi- 
der the whole Pſalm. « The Lox reigneth, let the 
523 * 3 let the multitude of iſles be glad there- 
of,” c. : 5 5 > SEE ITY ETD | 


Miniſters and others, who engage in great and diffi- 
cult undertakings for the good of mankind, and the 
glory of Gop, have the moſt encouraging ſupport from 
this doctrine : for if he be pleaſed to give ſucceſs, none 
can prevent it; and if their benevolent attempts miſ- 
carry, they may acquieſce;in his will, knowing that he 
has the beſt reaſons for whatſoever he has ordained ; 
whilſt that which was well-intended by them, but ne- 
ver performed for want of power, ſhall not loſe its re- 
ward. Even a Gamaliel could ſay, © if this work be 
of-Gop, ye cannot overthrow it.” If we are faithful 
in our work, we are taught to expect the oppoſition 
of a world, © whoſe friendſhip is enmity with Gop“; 
and that men will hate us © becauſe we tell them = 

„ | truth.“ 


truth.“ But when we recolle& how the Lord reigns, 
and keep our eye fixed on his promiſe and his power, 
no oppoſition can diſmay us: for cc Our feet ſtand in a 
large room”; and our hands are ſtrengthened, whilſt 
we perceive thoſe of our.enemies are bound ; and we 


_ ſhall continue to do good, by the help and permiſſion of 


| Gov, in ſpite of every adverſary. They who, in 
- preaching the Goſpel to the Heathen, are expoſed to 
peculiar dangers, may take encouragement from the 
aſſurance, that neither can their lives fail, nor a ſtop 
be put to any of their charitable labours till they have 
finiſhed the work appointed them by their gracious 
Lorp. In the hiſtory of the Moravian millions in 
America, I remember a ſtriking inſtance of the appli- 
cation of this doctrine by a poor Indian, who being 
converted became a preacher of the Goſpel to his 
countrymen. One of the ſavages was ſo enraged by his 
diſcourſe, and in particular, becauſe he ſpake fo much 
of JIEsus, that he preſented his piece at his head, de- 
claring he would ſhoot him on the ſpot. The Teacher 
replied with firmneſs, © If JE sus does not permit, you 
cannot ſhoot me.” Upon which, as if powerfully 
ſtruck, he dropped his muſket, and went home in fi- 
lence. Was not this in the ſpirit of the Pſalmiſt ? 
The Lox is the ſtrength of my life; of whom ſhall 
I be afraid? Though an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt 
me, my heart ſhall not fear.” Pf. 27. | 


Theſe conſiderations may alſo furniſh matter of ad- 
monition to all who are forming plans, or employed in 
deſigns, to promgte the happineſs of their fellow crea- 
tures. Such deſfgns ſhould always be accompanied by 
faith and prayer, and perſevered in with patience. 
When we ſurvey the difliculties and impediments be- 
fore us, and when we uſe proper means for removing 
them, we muſt neither deſpond on account of the for- 
mer, however formidable, nor place any confidence in 
| | | | the 


„ 


the latter, however promiſing, but ſimply truſt in Gon, 
and © in every thing by prayer and ſupplication make 
our requeſts known to him; and the iſſue is to be left 
with the Loxp, and waited for with cheerful reſigna- 
tion to his will. Commit thy way unto the Lok D, 
truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs.” Pf. 37. 
5. For the Lord will bleſs and honour thoſe who give 
him the glory due to his name. But many benevolent _ 
undertakings are marred by impatience, fall off for want 
of prayer, or cannot take place, © becauſe of unbelief. 
Mat. 13. 58. with Mark 6. 5. | 


| "They who meet with reproach for the Goſpel's ſake, 
whoſe lot is caſt amongſt the profane, where they are 
daily vexed by the corrupt diſcourſe of the ungodly ; 
and they who find to their aſtoniſhment and grief, that 
after they began to ſerve Gop in the way which he 
himſelf requires, their © foes were thoſe of their own. 
houſehold,” may learn from the doctrine before us © in 
patience to poſſeſs their ſouls.” For fnch trials come 
not without the will of our heavenly Father ; and they 
have a ſalutary effect in the mortification of our pride, 
ſelfiſhneſs, and attachment to the world, and in pro- 
moting the growth of faith, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, 
charity, and heavenly-mindedneſs. And we muſt ſo 
diſtinguiſh between the goodneſs of Gop in their ap- 
pointment, and the wickednefs of thoſe who at in 
them, that we may praiſe him for the former, and bear 
the latter with a meek and forgiving fpirit, leaving 
vengeance with Him to whom it belongs. Thus David 
when he was ſtoned and bitterly curſed by Shimei, re- 
reſſed his own reſentment, and that of his followers, 

y conſidering the wiſdom and goodneſs of the Su- 
preme Governor of all. Let him alone, for the 
Lord hath, bidden him. It may be that the Lorp 
will requite me good for his curling this day.” 2 Sam. 

16. When the Patriarchs were afraid that Joſeph 
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 would-take vengeance on them for their wickedneſs in 
ſelling him into Egypt, Fear not, faid he, for am I 
in the place of Gop? But as for you, ye thought evil 
_ againſt me; but Gop meant it unto good.” Above 
all let us conſider the example of the meek and holy 
Jzsvs-in his ſufferings, © who endured ſuch contra- 
diction of ſinners againſt himſelf,” in obedience to the 
will of his Havenly Father, that we may learn of him 
“to commit ourſelves to Gop who judgeth righteouſlly,” 
to return our adverſaries love for hatred, and to over- 
come evil with good. 1 Pet. 2. 21. . 


Our doctrine is ſuited to all cafes, and refreſhes the 
believer's ſoul in the moſt trying calamities. Are huſ- 
bands and fathers laid in the duſt? The Lox reigns 


to fulfil his promiſe, © Leave thy fatherleſs children, 


will preſerve them alive, and let thy widows truſt in 
me,” Are the patrons or 'miniſters of religion, men 

of eminent piety and extenſive uſefulneſs, removed? 
The Lox reigneth, who © is able of the ſtones to raiſe 
up children to Abraham,” and can © ſhew a perſe- 
cuting Saul how great things he muſt ſuffer as an 
Apoſtle for his name's ſabe. Acts g. 16. Are any 
harraſſed with temptations, weighed down by their 
ſins, dark and diſconſolate in their ſouls? The Lord 


reigns, of whom it is written, that © he knows how to 


deliver the godly out of temptatiens, is nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a 

contrite ſpirit.” 2 Pet. 2. 9. Pf. 34. 18. Are any 
afflicted, poor and deſtitute? The Lok p reigneth, who 
js a friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother,” is him 
ſelf the portion of his people, and “ afflicts them for 
their profit, that they may be partakers of his holineſs.“ 


Hleb. 12. He who feeds the 1avens, and clothes the 


graſs of the field with beauty beyond all the glory of 
| Solomon, will hardly fail to ſupply the wants of his 
choſen. Do they ſuffer through oppreſſion, deceit, 
LD 95 . 
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robbery, or what are commonly called the caſualties of 
life? Let them look from ſecond cauſes to the Great 
Diſpoſer of all things, who has a right to take what 
he gave, is able to give what he pleaſes, has the wiſeſt 
reaſons for every thing he does, and always provides 
What is beſt for his people. Thus prepared they may 
offer praiſe with Job when his children and property 
were gone. © The LorD gave, and the Lokp hath 
taken away; bleſſed be the name of the LORD.“ Are 
they expoſed to perils on the great deep? There alſo 
JE HOVARH reigns. Winds, ſtorms. and waves never 
ceaſe to obey 2 The diſtreſſed mariners tofled by _ 
the ſtorm “ mount up. to the heaven, they go down _ 
again to the depths, their ſoul is melted becauſe of 
trouble. Then they cry unto the Lok, —and he 
maketh the ſtorm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof are 
ſtill.—And he bringeth them to their deſired haven.” 
Are the fruits of the earth blaſted, the cattle deſtroyed 
by diſeaſe, and the land viſited with famine ? There is a 
ſource of joy which has no dependence on any creature, 
and is ever open to thoſe who have. communion 
with Gop our Saviour. Hear the experience of an 
ancient believer, who lived in a dark and degenerate 
age: Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the. olive ſhall 
fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flocks ſhall 
be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in 
the ſtalls : yet I will rejoice in the LoRp, I will joy in 
the Gop of my ſalvation,” Hab. 3. 17. Do the child- 
ren of Gop wander in foreign chmates, or pine in 
loathſome dungeons? Their SAviouR reigns in all 
places, whoſe prefence and protection can render any 
fituation ſafe and agreeable, and every country pleaſant 
as their native home. © He looks down. from the 
height of his janctuary, to hear the groaning of the pri- 
ſoner, and to looſe thoſe that are appointed to death.“ 
Pf. 102. 19. Let thoſe who delight in lovely repreſen- 
J* +; „ = tations 


„ 
| tations of Providence read the 104th, 107th, and 146th 


Pſalms. And let them confeſs that, Ri» is he 
that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whole hope 


is in the Lord his Gop, who executeth judgment for 


the oppreſſed, giveth food to the hungry,—looſeth the 
priſoners, —raiſeth them that are bowed down,—pre- 
ſerveth the ſtrangers, and relieveth the fatherleſs and 
 widow.—The,LoxD ſhall reign for ever, even thy Gop 
O Zion, unto all generations. Praiſe ye the Lord.” 


It cannot be improper to conſider briefly the man- 


ner in which Chriſtians are required to expreſs thei 


thankfulneſs and joy. The only ſincere proof we can 


give of gratitude to God is to obey, his commandments. . 


Without this no outward expreſſions of praiſe can be 


accepted. I deſpiſe,” ſays he, e feaſt days. 


Take thou away from me the noiſe of thy ſongs; for I 
will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let judg- 
ment run-down as waters, and righteouſneſs as a mighty 
ſtream.” Amos 5. Alas! that men ſhould ſo groflly 
miſtake the nature of 7hankſgiving, as to proſtitute any 
times ſet apart for it to a baſe ſenſuality ; as if they 
imagined a God of infinite purity might be ſerved by 
what he moſt abhors ; or as if Chriſtian rejoicing might 
conſiſt with rioting and drunkenneſs, and fuch abomi- 
nations as the Heathens practiſed in the impure wor- 
wy of their idols! What a proof is this of the weak- 
neſs of the underſtanding, and of the real cauſe of that 
weakneſs, which is the depravity of the heart! Are 


you then diſpoſed to keep a Chriſtian feaſt ? Let not 


temperance be inſulted, nor the poor forgotten, nor gra- 
cious converſation baniſhed from your tables; but 
« whether ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of Gop.” 1 Cor. 10. 31. Know, that 


« Gop hath not called us to uncleanneſs, but to holi- 


neſs.” 1 Th. 4. 7. We are commanded alſo to © ſhew 
forth his praiſes, who hath called us out of the dark- 
; neſs” 


to love the brotherhood, fear Gop, honour the 
and in ſhort, to“ ceaſe from ſin, that we may live 
_ reſt of our time, — not to the luſts of men, but to the 


It is He, who maketh wars to ceaſe. I, ſays hg 
make peace, and create evil; I the LoxD do all theſe 
things.” Pf. 46. If. 45. 7. If then we. wiſh for an ho- 


( 


neſs” of our natural ſtate © into the marvellous light” 
of his ſpiritual kingdom. And the Apoſtle points out 
the way, by exhorting us to © abſtain from rag Spe 


in 


t 


will of Gop. For the time paſt of our lives may ſuf- 


ice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revel- 
lings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries.” 1 Pet. 


2. and 4: | 


« Nor does it appear at all unſuitable to add a few 


words in order to ſhew the readieſt way to obtain a na- 

tional peace, at leaſt fo far as we are concerned in the 

in 5 It is certain that this deſirable bleſſing is the 
Go 


gift of GoD, and ſhould therefore be ſought at his hand. 


nourable and laſting peace, let us call upon Gop with 
earneſt ſupplications ; and let us ſeek him in the path 


of duty, with a determination, through his grace, to for- 
_ fake thoſe fins which have brought his diſpleaſure and 


the ſcourge of war upon us. For © there is no peace, 
faith my Gow, to the wicked. O that thou hadſt 
hearkened to my commandments | then had thy peace 
been as a river.“ If. 57. 21. and 48. 18. But I muſt 
caution you againſt a common error, which, if perſiſted 


in, would inevitably prove your ruin. Though a gene- 


ral reformation of manners may be the means of putting 
an end to the war, or averting national judgments ; yet 
no amendment of life can make our peace with Gop, 


or deliver our immortal fouls from his wrath. For this 


is that gracious, that aſtoniſhing work of redemption, 


which was finiſhed by the Sox of Gop alone, of 


whom it is written, that © he put away ſim by the _ 
; . — | fice 


(3) 
fice of himſelf; and having made peace through the 


blood of his croſs, delivered us from the wrath to 
come.” Heb. 9. 26. Col. 1. 20. 1 The. 1. 10. The 


Scripture teaches us expreſſly, that © being juſtified by 


faith we have peace with Gop through our LoRD 
Jzsus Cnrist”; but that every unbeliever © is con- 
demned already, and the wrath of Gop abideth on 
him.“ Rom. 5. 1. John 3. 18. 36. Of courſe they, who 
are not found in CHRTSTT, will be found in their ſins; 
for he is the only refuge from guilt and hell. Abound 


in duties as much as poſſible; but take not up your 


reſt 'till you have the croſs of Chriſt in view, and can 
ſay with a tender and a beheving heart, He loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me.” Gal. 2. 20. If we are fo 
happy as to have this experience, and feel the love of 
CnRISsT conſtraining us to follow him in holineſs, then, 


though the bleſſing of outward tranquillity ſhould be 
long with-held from theſe kingdoms, we ſhall enjoy 


what is ſtill more valuable, even ©& the peace of Go 
Which paſſeth all e ene | 
our hearts and minds through CHRIS Jesvs.” Phil. 4. 


But I muſt lament the caſe of ſuch of you as are yet 
enemies to the croſs of CHRIST, and to the duties he 
taught, which you conſider as intolerably ſtrict; 
and who, though you come to hear the goſpel, are al- 
ways, fenced with what are not properly called argu- 
ments, but the prejudices of an inconfiderate mind, 
and the falſe reaſonings of a deceitful heart. Alas, 
there are ſome of you,. who inſtead of following 
Carisr, are living in your fins, and of courſe engaged 
in rebellion againſt him; and who continue as unholy 


to the prefent day as when you firſt heard the Goſpel 
of our ſalvation. Unf peakably dreadful is your delu- 


tion ; for you have ſtopped your ears againſt the truth 
of Gop, that you might hearken to the lying ſuggeſ- 
tions of Satan and the flatteries of the world. Let me 

63 Pp remind 
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remind you of your danger, as I have often done be- 
fore, and intreat you to conſider what it is you reject, 
and what will be the end? We come not in our own 
name, nor with any inventions of men; but in the 
name of Gop whoſe ſervants we are, and with our 


_ credentials in our hands, conſtantly referring you to 


the lively oracles of inſpiration for the truths we teach; 


'and which in general are as capable of demonſtration 


as any other truth 'in the world, and more worthy to 


: be received. To make light therefore of the Goſpel 
can be no ſmall offence : 


r © he that deſpiſeth, deſ- 
piſeth not man, but Gop” : and though many for the 
preſent will not ſee, this will be evident when the Loxy 
cometh to © judge the world in righteouſneſs, and to 
take vengeance on them that obey not the goſpel, who 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction.“ 2 Theſ. 
And it 1s written in another Pſalm for our warn- 
ing, The Loxp reigneth, let the people tremble” ; 
as all who are diſaffected to his government undoubt- 
edly will, when he ſhall execute that awful ſentence ; 
* Thoſe mine enemies, who would not that I ſhould 
reign over them, bring hither, and ſlay them before 


me.“ Luke 19. 27. 


There is a belief of the Goſpel, and a knowledge of 
the doctrine before us in particular, which can profit us 


ar. 


nothing, and againſt which it concerns us to be on our 
guard. The records of Hiſtory, and our own experi- 


ence, may convince us, that men may profeſs religion, 
and hold a providence in their lips, whilſt their lives 
are lawleſs and diſobedient, as if they © ſaid in their 
hearts there is no Gov.” The life of Saul abounds 
with inſtances. When David was ſhut up in Keilah, 


Saul, who wanted to deſtroy him, ſpake not of that 
circumſtance in the language of infidelity. He would 
neither attribute it to his. good fortune, nor call it a 


Jucky chance, but © Gop, ſaid he, hath delivered him 
5 into 


(35 ) 


into mine hand.” 1 Sam. 23. 7. In words he acknow- 
ledges the government of JEHovar ; but in his con- 
duct is the obedient ſlave of his own luſts. When Sa- 
maria was beſieged, and the famine ſo extreme 

that two mothers had agreed alternately to kill and eat 


their own children, Jehoram the king confeſſed that 


* the evil was of the Lox,” and that none but the 
'LoxD could help them; yet with the ſame breath ſent 


"a meſſenger to take off the head of Eliſha, the Lord's 


faithful ſervant and prophet. 2 Kings 6. 26. Balaam 
| boaſts of his acquaintance with Gop, calls him 18 
God, profeſſes entire obedience to him, ſpeaks of the 
impoſſibility of fruſtrating his will, and even prays that 
he may die the death of the righteous; yet with all 

this fair ſhew of piety, he is a ſordid wretch of the 
baſeſt principles; for his main deſign is to curſe and 
deſtroy the people whom Gop had choſen, and he 
laments that he cannot reverſe the divine decree ! 


Num. 22. 18. 23. 8, &c. 24. 3. If our belief be 


nothing more than a ſpeculative conviction of the 
truth, it can afford us no ſupport under trials; but will 
increaſe our diſtreſs, by ſetting the Almighty before us 


as an adverſary coming to execute judgment on us for 


our ſins. And this conſideration alone will be ſufficient 
to turn whips into ſcorpions. But if by our know- 
ledge of Gop and his ſalvation we are ſweetly and 
powerfully inclined to love and obey him; if we fo 
underſtand his providence, as to confide in his wiſdom, 

mercy and power, and have grace to delight in his 

_ commandments, and to make his holy word the rule of 
our converſation at all times; we then bear the cha- 
rafter of the people, who are his peculiar care, whom 
he delivers from all evil, and will at length bring to his 
Heavenly Kingdom. © Not every one that ſaith unto 
me, Lord, LokD, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father, who 
is in Heaven.“ Matt. 7. 21. Whilſt we are thus hap- 
pily employed, the world will ſtrive to entangle, and 
„ Ml | 5 Satan 
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(3 
Satan to deſtroy our ſouls ; and the fin that dwelleth in 
us may occaſion many a ſharp conflict; but the Loxp 
reigneth, who bids us be of ood cheer; for He has 
overcome Satan and the world; and leſt we ſhould 
ſaint in any caſe, aſſures us, that “ all things ſhall work 
together for good to them that love Gop, who are the 
called according to his purpoſe.” Rom. 8. 28. How 
full of ſweetneſs and conſolation is this doctrine! « We 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us.“ 
What our adverſaries intended ſhould be our loſs, is 
made our gain. The poiſon of the old ſerpent is over- 


ruled to promote our ſpiritual health.” Our tears be- 


come a ſpring of endleſs joy; and © for this cauſe we 
| faint not; for our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.“ 2 Cor. 4. 17. It is granted 
that the trials of ſome Chriſtians ſeem to be peculiarly 
| heavy, and are very diſtreſſing to their ſouls ; yet it is 
certain, that they are neyer greater than their Heavenly 
Father ſees needful for their good. Let them there- 
fore learn to give him the fulleſt credit for all his per- 
fections and engagements. I know,” ſays David, 
© that all thy judgments are right, and that thou in 
faithfulneſs haſt afflicted me.” Pf. 119. 75. Let ſuch 
as walk in darkneſs recollect, that this argues no 
change in the love of Gop, or in his providential care; 
but is the gracious effect of both, though at preſent 
they perceive not how it can be explained. For © his 
way is in the ſea, and his path in the great waters, 
and his footſteps are not known.“ Let them be fatis- 
| fied with knowing, that © all the paths of the LRP 
are mercy and truth to ſuch as keep his covenant and 
his teſtimonies.” Pf. 77. 19. and 25. 10. And may the 
number of thoſe who © hear the word of Gop and 
keep it“ be greatly multiplied in our land; and may 


they abound in every part of the earth inhabited by - 


men! The Loxp reigneth, let the*earth rejoice ; let the 
- multitude of iſles be glady hereof. Amen and Amen, 
By oo VVV | 
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AT WHAT INSTANT I SHALL SPEAK CONCERNING A NATION, AND 


Th — 


CONCERNING A KINGDOM, TO PLUCK UP, AND TO PULL Dow, AND 


TO DESTROY IT; IF THAT NATION AGAINST WHOM I HAVE PRO- 


NOUN CED, TURN FROM THEIR EVIL, 1 WILL REPENT OF THE EVIL 
TEAT I THOUGHT TO DO UNTO THEM. Jer. 18. 7. 


HEAR YE, AND CIVE FAR, BE NOT PROUD; FOR THE LORD HATH $PO»- 


KEN, BUT IF YE WILL NOT HEAR IT; MY SOUL SHALL WEEP IN 


SECRET PLACES FOR YOUR PRIDEy AND MINE EYE SHALL WEEP 
SORE, AND RUN DOWN WITH TEARS, h Fer. 13. 1. 


| 'F and 
' WOE UNTO YOU THAT LAUGH NOW; FOR YE SHALL MOURN AND 
WEEP, 5 | Luke 6. 25. 
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ISAIAH 58, 1. 


Cay ALOUD, SPARE NOT, LIFT UP THY VOICE LIKE A TRUMPET, 
AND SHEW MY PEOPLE THEIR TRANSGRESSION, AND THE. 
HOUSE OF JACOB THEIR $8INS, 55 1 


O expoſe the vices and impieties of men, in their 
debaſing nature; to cry aloud, and ſpare not, but 
openly to rebuke wickedneſs, and ſhew the guilt, in- 
famy and wages of ſin, however authorized by rank 
or affluence, is by no means an __ taſk ; nor ſhould it 
be reckoned a pleaſant one to thoſe who have learnt to 
« eſteem others better than themſelves.” The diſ- 
charge of this part of the miniſterial duty too often pro- 
vokes the ill will of others, though without any juſt 
grounds. We are charged with want of charity, and 
our faithfulneſs is even imputed to a deteſtable diſpoſi- 
tion which is gratified by detracting from the goodneſs 
of our fellow-creatures. But notwithſtanding theſe, or 
a thouſand other objections, the miniſters of religion 
muſt cry aloud, and lift up their voice like a trumpet ;_ 
they are to take every proper method to make them- 
ſelves heard; and muſt not ſpare any through fear, par- 

tiality, or reſpe& of perſons, nor ceaſe from their im- 
portant work 'till they have delivered their meſſage and 
ſhewn the people their ſins. They may feel a reluc- 
tance as Jonah did ; but there are motives ſufficiently 
N powerful 


4 ( 49 ) 


—— to overcome it. That very charity, whick 
—— want, is not the leaſt of thoſe motives. 
Love and compaſſion to our fellow ſinners, who now 
walk in darkneſs, and in the road to eternal miſery con- 
ſtrain us to-ſpeak. Our eyes have been opened to ſee 
our own danger, and the way of deliverance; © and we 
Jong to be inſtrumental in opening the eyes of others. 


We have trembled for ourſelves; and we can feel and 


_ tremble for them, who are © our brethren according to 


* 


the fleſh.” We well know that “except they repent, 
they muſt all periſh,” and unleſs -« they believe in the 


Lord JESUS Cnrisr, they will die in their fins.” John 
8.24. Now it is neceſſary to ſhew men their fins, 
that my may be brought to repentance, and feel their 


want of a Redeemer, and falvation by his grace : for 


© the whole need not the Phyſician, but they that are 


ſick.” And © Cyr1sTis come tc ſeek and to ſave that 


which was loſt ; and to call not the righteous but ſin- 
ners to repentance.” Luke 19. 10. Mat. g. 13. | 


3 We are alſo ſtimulated to this duty by the fear of 


Gop, or a regard to the divine command. Nothing is 


more plainly taught in ſcriptme than the neceſſity 


which is laid on every miniſter to ſhew the people 


their fins. How particular, how urgent are the Apoſ- 


tle's injunctions ! © Preach the word, be inſtant in ſea- 


ſon, out of ſeaſon; ns; ORIG exhort with all 


long-ſuffering and doctrine.“ 2 Tim. 4. Of the ſame 
kind were the inſtructions 'delivered to the prophets. 
When Ezekiel received his commiſſion, God comman- 
ded him to © ſpeak all his words to the people, whe- 
ther they would hear, or whether they would forbear ;” 
and he was ordered © not to be diſmayed at their 
looks, though he dwelt among ſcorpions.” Ezek. 2. 
As we are in danger from the fear of man and 
the love of eaſe, ſo we meet with awful threat- 
nings againſt all miniſters who ſhrink from their duty, 
| 3 or 


„ 


4 


| or prove unfaithful by adulterating the doctrine of 


ſcripture, or by keeping back part of their meſſage. 
What | miniſter does not fee cauſe for trembling whilſt 
he conſiders the following paſſages! Son of man, I 
have made thee a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael: 


therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 


warning from me. When ] ſay unto the wicked, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die; and thou giveſt him not warning, nor 


ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked way to 
ſave his life: the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his ini- 
quity; but. his blood will I require at thine hand.” For 
we „watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give ac- 
count.“ Ezek. 3. 17. Heb. 13. 17. After hearing 
this can you wonder that we ſhould be earneſt in our 
addreſſes, and uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech? How dan- 
gerous is the reaſoning of miſtaken friends, who adviſe 
us to ſoften our meſſage, that it may be more ſuitable 


to the prevailing taſte, and leſs offenſive to the rich and 


great; or who would have us more anxious for our 


oven credit, and advancement in the world than our 


faithfulneſs to Gop! Such arguments have no weight 


whilſt we keep the Lokp's inſtructions in view, and 


are ſatisfied that he commands us to cry aloud and 
ſpare not, that we may ſhew his profeſſed people their 
„ and the bulk of nominal Chriſtians their 
ins. 75 


Another inducement to faithfulneſs, which is highly 


ſuitable to the times and the occaſion, is the love of 


our country. This is the patriotiſm of a Chriſtian mi- 
niſter, and in this way he muſt ſerve his country, by 
ſnewing the people their tranſgreſſion, and callin 


them to repent of their ſins. To underſtand the force 


of the obſervation we muſt receive the {cripture doc- 


trine concerning the dealings of Gop with nations, 


which, as juch, are puniſhed here for their ſins in ſuch 


or 
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or when they are arrived at a certain — jan of impiety 
and the meaſure of their guilt is filled up, they are 
overturned or deſtroyed. The reaſon why the poſte- 
rity of Abraham waited ſo long before they were per- 
mitted to expel the inhabitants of Canaan, and ſeize 
upon their land, was, as the Loxp himſelf informed 
that patriarch, © becauſe the iniquity of the Amorites 
was not yet full.” Gen. 15. 16. The ruin of a nation 
draws near in proportion as its wickedneſs increaſes ; 
and nothing can fave it but repentance, which in this 
- caſe ought to be general throughout the land. Thus 
have you heard to-day how the Lokp ſpared Nineveh, 
and turned from his fierce anger, when he obſerved that 
all the people, from the higheſt to the loweſt, humbled 
themſelves before him, and alſo turned from their evil 
way. Whenever ſuch a conduct takes place we have 
the ſureſt grounds for hope. If my people, who are 
called by my name, ſhall humble themſelves and pray, 
and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from Heaven, and will forgive their ſin, 
and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7. 14. Various are 
the judgments by which the Loxp puniſhes a ſinful 
people. Therebellious Jews were threatned with the 
tword, famine, peſtilence and wild beaſts. Ezek. 14. 
Probably the ſword of war is moſt uſually employed for 
this mas purpoſe. In the 5th ch. of Jeremiah, where 
the Lorp ſpecifies many offences then common in Je- 
ruſalem, ſuch as injuſtice, adultery, infidelity, treachery 
and falſehood, he inquires, as if he would make an ap- 
peal to the underſtandings ofrational creatures, whether 
it were not neceſſary, or high time for him to inflict the 
merited puniſhment ? © Shall I not viſit for theſe things, 
faith the Lox D? and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on 
ſuch a nation as this?” But how will the Lord viſit 
Jeruſalem? © Prepare ye war againſt her.” By what 
means will he execute vengeance on the people? © Lo, 


Iwill bring a nation upon you from far, — of 
* 5 I | Iſrael, 


4 


1 
Ilrael, faith the Lok D; it is a mighty nation, it is an 
ancient nation, a nation whoſe language thou knoweſt 
not, neither underſtandeſt what they ſay. Their quiver 
is as an open ſepulchre, they are all mighty men. And 
they ſhall eat up thy harveſt and thy bread, which thy 
ſons and thy daughters ſhould eat ; they ſhall eat up thy 
flocks and thy herds,—and they ſhall impoveriſh thy 
fenced cities wherein thou'truſtedſt with the ſword.” 
The Jews were warned of theſe things before they got 
poſſeſſion of Canaan. In caſe they forſook the Lorp, 
they were taught to expect ſimilar, or even more ter- 
rible calamities, than thoſe which befel the wretched 
Canaanites. I muſt content myſelf with earneſtly re- 
. queſting you to read the whole 26th chapter of Leviti- 
cus, and from the 28th of Deuteronomy to the end of 
the Book. They abound with ſublime inſtruction, and 
which is intereſting to every individual of the human 
race; and directly tends, through the divine bleſſing, to 
awaken the ſoul of man into adoration, awe, and 
Humble obedience. The Scripture is full of this doc- 
trine ; and they who have ſpiritual diſcernment may 
tee it exemplified in the hiſtory of the world. As the 
Jews ſuffered for their ungodlineſs according to the 
' prophecies, and to this day remain under wrath ; fo 
the nations who were inſtrumental in their puniſhment, 
as Aſſyria, Babylon, Egypt and Rome; have all“ drunk 
of the ſame cup of trembling” in their turns: fince 
their day it has been handed to others; nor muſt Eng- 
land expect to put it from her, if ſhe continue impeni- 
tent; for the ſame crimes are found here for which the 
greateſt monarchies in the world have ſunk to riſe no 
more. Let every miniſter then who loves his country 
cry aloud, and ſpare not ; but do all he can to fave his 
native land from ruin, by ſhewing the people their ſins. 


In deſcribing the evils which are deſtructive to our 
perſonal happineſs and endanger the ſafety of the na- 


tion, 


T4) 


tion, I begin with the neg/e. of the Goſpel, and the pre- 
valence of infidelity, whichas a certain conſequence of 
that neglect. The time was that the werd of Gop 
was precious in this country. The Goſpel was eſteem- 
ed © above much fine gold,” even amongſt thoſe who 
were of high and noble rank. That period may be 
conſidered as the time of the nation's firſt love, when 
in the ſhort but propitious reign of Edward the 6th, 
ſhe was ſtruck with the beauty of CHRIST, bled freely 
for him, when perſecuted by Queen Mary, and ſo- 

lemnly engaged herſelf to the Loxp under Elizabeth. 


 Unhappily ſhe afterwards became proud, and fell to | 


We . and diſputing, till by degrees a kind of na- 
tional apoſtacy enſued, from the extravagant honours 
paid to human learning. Men at length ventured, by the- 
dim and feeble light of reaſon, to try and condemn the 
Revelation of Gop; and philoſophy, falſely ſo called, 
was exalted into its place, and conſidered as the only 
true wiſdom. A dreadful ſin, which, if the nation had 
its eyes pen, would cauſe a general trembling and hu- 
miliation. © Be aſtoniſhed, 6 ye heavens, at this, and 
be horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, faith the Lo RD. 
For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forſaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water.“ Jer. 2. 12. At the beginning of the preſent 
century, the decline of the national affection towards 
CuRIST, and the departure from the peculiar truths of 
the Goſpel in miniſters and people of | 
awfully increaſed ; and the fave evils continue to the 
preſent day, except as it has pleaſed God of late years 
to grant partial revivals of godlineſs, and to fan the ex- 
piring embers again into a flame in different places. 
Yet the words of Cur1sT to the church at Epheſus 
ſeem but too applicable to Britain. © Nevertheleſs, I 
have ſomewhat againſt thee becauſe thou haſt left thy 
= love, Remember therefore from whence thou 
| | - art 


all ranks were 


( 45 * 


art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works; or elſe 
I will come unto thee quigkly, and will remove thy 
candleſtick out of its pla Rev. 2. 4. A flight view 
of the nation's religious character at preſent, compa- 
red with what it was ſoon after the Reformation, may 
convince us of our danger. Then it ſeems her nobles 
and gentry were not aſhamed of the words, or ſervice 
of CHRIST, but called upon his name in their families, 
and uſed their influence to extend the knowledge of 
his ſalvation to others. The truths of Gop were heard 
with reſpect, when occaſionally introduced in the fe- 
nate. The Clergy then preached according to what 
they ſolemnly ſubſcribed, and the pulpits reſounded 
with the melody of thoſe doctrines which were conſi- 
dered as conſtituting the Golpel itſelf; but which are 
now exploded by many as unneceſſary, or decried as 
enthuſiaſtic. Ah! © How 1s the gold become dim! 
How is the moſt fine gold changed!“ That moſt pre- 
cious word, to follow which with a good conſcience, 
and to deliver it pure to their poſterity, ſo many joy- 
fully reſigned their eſtates and lives; that heavenly 
truth, which was at once the food and medicine of 

their ſouls; that ſweet and powerful doctrine, which 
cheered them in dungeons, and filled them with con- 
ſolation and joy, when confuming in the flames; that 
ſame word, which, like its glorious Author, is © above 
all praiſe,” is, in our day, counted a vain thing, and 
lightly eſteemed ! And O the blaſphemous folly and 

ſhocking ingratitude of man! it is treated by ſome as 
worthy of no more regard than to be made occaſional- 
ly the ſubject-matter of a jeſt! The Bible is diſcarded 
rom polite companies, and kept recluſe like ſome 
aged relation, of whoſe dreſs and manners their con- 

ceited deſcendants are grown aſhamed. Appeals to it 
are even treated with ridicule and contempt ; the au- 
thority of the meaneſt mortal is often preferred to that 
of © the only wife God ;” and they who, from love to 


mankind, 
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mankind, ſeek to introduce the ſcriptures to their re» 
gard, are ſhunned as perſons whoſe manners are too 
pPreciſe and unſociable to be endured. If we. aſk, 
What is ſubſtituted in the room of the ſacredroracles, 
and the works of thoſe pious men, who have endea- 
voured to illuſtrate and enforce them for the benefit of 
their fellow-creatures, the anſwer is ſuch as may lead 
any compaſſionate Chriſtian to adopt the prophet's pa- 
thetic e “OO that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night” for the thoughtleſineſs, impiety, and cor- 
ruption of theſe times! Jer. 9. 1. From modern pul- 
pits. too frequently are heard dry and ſpiritleſs lectures 
of a vague morality, which as they are not agreeable 
to the truth of God, ſo are they not attended with his 
bleſſing; but immorality thrives under them, and the mi- 
ſerable hearers are left in their darkneſs, guilt, and con- 
demnation. In the parlour the converſation is frothy and 
uninſtructive; or it teems with diſſimulation, flattery, 
news and ſcandal, ſecretly with a deſign to gratify ſelt= 
importance; or it is corrupt, or altogether of a worldly. 
nature, and the reverſe of what the Apoſtle tells us it 
ought to be. Let your ſpeech be always with grace. 
Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the uſe of edifying, 
that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers.“ Col. 4. 6. 
Eph. 4. 29. The reading of numbers is generally con- 
fined to books, which have no relation to the Goſpel. 
ne precious hours of many are worſe than loſt in pe- 
ruling plays, noyels, tales, romances, and other writ- 
ings of a corrupt and pernicious tendency which. pol- 
lute the foul, and fill the mind with ſentiments as op- 
Polite to the doctrine of CHRIST as darkneſs to light, 
ar Satan to Gop. The becoming practice of family 
worſhip is laid aſide as uſeleſs, or ſupplanted by the 
Card- table, dancing and revelling. Parents and children 
vo together in a Chriſtian. country, “having no hope” 
838 | crates g RE” Tm 
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in CkRISsT, © and without God in the world.“ Eph: 
2. What is more lamentable, they wiſh not to hear 
of CHRIST, and deſpiſe the knowledge of the Goſpel. 
„Therefore they ſay unto. Gop, depart from us; for | 
ve defire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is 
the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him? and what 
profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him?” Job. 21. 
14. If theſe things be ſo, then the Lord is diſpleaſed 
with us, and we have reaſon to fear the effects of his 
righteous indignation. We ſhould remember his 
threatnings to the nation he had adopted as his own, 
when, after all their advantages, he found them deſti- 
tute of the-fruits of righteouſneſs. © Therefore as the 
fire devoureth the ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth the. 
cChaff, fo their root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and their bloſ- 
| ſom ſhall go up as duſt; becauſe they have caſt away 

the law of the LoRp of hoſts, and deſpiſed the word of 
the Holy One of Iſrael. Therefore is the anger of the 
Lord kindled againſt his people, and he hath ſtretched 
forth his hand againſt them, and hath ſmitten them; 
and the hills did tremble, and their carcaſes were torn 
in the midſt of the ſtreets: For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is ſtretched out ſtill, &c.“. 
- Ws. = | | 


I rejoice, and am thankful that ſome exceptions muſt 
be made, and that'even among the great and noble 
* there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace,” to. whom the Saviour of ſinners is precious, 
who are no ſtrangers to the communion of ſaints, who 
can diſcern the excellency of revelation, andenjoy their 
ſweet evenings of ſpiritual conference, prayer and 
praife. May the Loxp abundantly increaſe their 
number ; and enable them to keep their garments un- 
defiled by the pollutions around them ! May they have 
grace to employ all their talents and influence to pro- 
mote his carte who © gave himſelf for them: and let 
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them look from empty honours and tranſitory poſſeſſions 
to © a crown of glory that fadeth not away.“ Let 


them-eſteem it honour enough in this world to be cal- 
led to © riſe up for God againſt the evil doers; and to 
ſtand up for him againſt the workers of iniquity.”.-Pſ. 
94. 16. Whilſt thus employed let them ſet their faces 
as a flint, and be nothing diſmayed by any oppoſition ; 
for. greater is he that is in them than he that is in the 


world.” 1 Jo. 4. 4. 


The inhabitants of places which, through the good- 
neſs of God, are favoured with the preached Goſpel, 
are chargeable with great guilt, not only for their zcg- 
Sem attending on the miniſtry of the word, but 
eſpecially for rejecting the truth after hearing it. © If I 
had not come and ſpoken to them,” ſaid CHRIST, 
they had not had fin” ;—ſuch aggravated fin in put- 
ting away from themſelves the words of life. Jo. 15. 


22. Men's inability to repent and believe is ſo far from 


excuſing that it increaſes their guilt to an inconceiva- 


ble ee. For the two chief obſtacles to believing 


are pride and the love of fin. And our Lord ſhews us 
how © zhis is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds were evil.“ Jo. 3. 19. They refuſe 
the Goſpel, and © make Gop a lar,” only that they may 
retain their fins! 1 Jo. 5. 10. Such is the horrible na- 
ture of unbelief ; and we may therefore the leſs wonder 
that it is ſo ſharply reproved in Scripture. © Becauſe . 
I have called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have ſet at nought 
all my counſel, and would none of my reproof ; I alſo” 
(ſpeaking after the manner of men) © will laugh at 
your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh, and. 


when your deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind.”-&c.. 
Prov. 1. But fo dreadful is the delufion of ſome, that 


they ſtop not even here.: they are not ſatisfied with re-: 
n | jecting 
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jecting the Goſpel themſelves; but ſpeak againſt the 
things they have heard to the unſpeakable hurt and 
everlaſting rum of others. They ſtand up for ſatan 
againſt thoſe who are beginning to ſerve the Loxp, 
that they may ſeduce them from the way of righteouſ- 
neſs. Wo muſt needs be to them; © for they enter 
not in themſelves, and thoſe that were entering in they 
have hindered. But it were better for them that a 
millſtone were hanged about their neck, and that they 
were drowned in the depth of the ſea, than to have 
offended one of theſe little ones that believe in CHRIST.“ 
Mat. 18. 6. Yet let none who now lament ſuch delu- 
ſion conclude that they have ſinned beyond the hope of 
mercy; but rather conſider the Saviour's aſtoniſhin 
love in dying for his enemies. That grace which 
reached Saul, a perſecutor, and injurious to the people 
of God, is certainly ſufficient for them. 1 Tim. 1. 
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The inſtitution of the ſabbatl is a ſignal mercy, and 
the religious obſervation of it pregnant with ſolid advan- 
tages, and the choiceſt bleſſings to a people. But the 
Profanation of it is a poiſoned ſpring from whence im- 
Plety, drunkenneſs, whoredom, and all kinds of wick- 
edneſs overflow the country. How commonly do ma- 
lefactors confeſs, that their miſerable career, which en- 
ded ina public execution, was begun in the profana- 
tion of the ſabbath, and the temptations of an ale-houſe 
It we conſult the ſcripture on the ſubject, we ſhall find 
the duty is enforced, on the one hand, by the moſt en- 
couraging promiſes, and on the other with terrible 
thrgatnings to the people, both as individuals, and @s a2 
nation. The Loxp himſelf pronounces © that man 
bleſſed, who keeps the ſabbath from polluting it.“, IC. 56. 
2. And he ordered his ſervant ſeremiah thus to exhort 
the rebellious Jews a little before he gave their city 
into the hand of the King of Babylon: © If ye dili- 
. - gently hearken unto me, faith the Loxp, to bring in 
1 no 


rying burdens and engaged in 
and that certain Tyrians brought fiſh and all manner 


oven mercies, eee Gop to give you up to ſpi- 


4.61 


ho burden through the gates of this city on the Sab- 
bath-day, but hallow the Sabbath-day to do no work 


therein; then ſhall there enter into the gates of this 
city Kings and Princes ſitting upon the throne of Da- 

vid, &c. and this city ſhall remain for ever. But if ye 
will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath-day, 


© then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it 


fhall devour the palaces of Jeruſalem, and it ſhall not 


be quenched.” Jer. 17. After their dreadful ſuffer- 
ings, and at the return from captivity, when Nehe- 


miah, the governor, ſaw the 8 lading aſſes, car- 
different occupations; 


of ware and ſold on the Sabbath-day, he contended 
with the nobles of Judah, and thus addreſſed them: 
* What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the 


Sabbath- day? Did not your fathers. thus, and did not 


our Gop bring all this evil upon us, and upon this 


city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Iſrael by pro- 


faning the Sabbath.“ Neh. 13. Alas! it may be you 
have not conſidered what you are doing, when you 


buy and ſell, ſettle accounts, go on meſſages, or write 
letters upon buſineſs, carry burdens, perform ſervile 
work, and in various ways ſeek your worldly pleaſure 


and gain on the Lord's Day: You are deſpiſing your 


ritual blindneſs and perdition, and bringing an _ 
e 


into your country. Our legiſlature, as aware of theſ 


dreadful conſequences, has endeavoured to provide for 


the decent obſervation of the Sabbath by penal ſtatutes ; 
art it is to be lamented that thoſe civil officers, whom 


it immediately concerns, are not careful to have them 


executed: May they begin in earneſt to do ſomething 


nation. 


in Zkis way for the glory of Gop and the good of the 
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There is alſo a fault in perſons of -a more decent cha- 


rater, who ſo far honour the day as to attend at pub- 
lic worſhip ; yet afterwards they coticeive themſelves 


at liberty to take their amuſement in different ways; 


or to make viſitꝰ expreſſly with a view to ſenſual in- 
dulgences, and where the converſation is wholly upon 
the things of the world. Whoever may have benefit- 
ted by ſermons, they have too evidently heard in vain, 
Neither the Lord's name, or day, are reverenced at 
their tables, or in their families. No ſpiritual diſcourſe 


falls from their ys: no prayers are offered up for 


bleſſings on their houſholds; nor is any attempt made 
to inſtrut their neareſt relatives in the doctrine of 
Chriſt. Shall we admit that ſuch perſons: keep the 
Sabbath in a Chriſtian manner ? With equal propriety 
might we call the ſmuggler a friend to government, or 


allow thoſe, who fraudulently evade the taxes, to be loyal 


ſubjects. They may both pretend to this honour ; but 
their hypocriſy is too groſs to be concealed. It is with 
concern obſerved, that in many places the poor allow 
themſelves to be kept from divine ſervice by worldly avo- 
cations in the morning; and the rich are detained by 
ſenſuality in the afternoon. A little ſober reflection 
might 
aſhamed to prefer their carnal appetites and purſuits 
to the worſhip and word of Gop. To negle& provid- 
Ing for the ſoul on this holy day on purpoſe that the 
body may be delicately fed, to detain ſervants at home 
for the ſame reaſon, to proſtitute the ſacred hours of 
devotion to ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and to ſet fo 


: baneful an example conſtantly before their neighbours, 
is ſuch a conduct as we might ſuppoſe none would at- 


tempt to juſtify but epicures and atheiſts, who neither 
fear Go, nor regard man. And if ſervants periſh for 
want of religious inſtruction, I doubt not but the mai- 
ters who, without neceſſity, keep them from the means 
of grace on the Sabbath, will be found accountable, 
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1 and by no means pure from their blood. -In ſummin 
| up theſe brief remarks, let me exhort you to learn 
| from Gov, himſelf the right method of keeping the 
| Sabbath; and you will fin from the ſcripture, . that the 
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z:oughts, or by pious diſcourſe, and ou meditations, as 


i well as by frequenting ordinances ; of which the two 

[! laſt verſes of this chapter are a ſufficient proof, and I 

I beg you will take them into conſideration, _ Nor is 

# there here any unreaſonable ſtrictneſs, but a moſt. mer- 

if ciful command, in obeying which our beſt intereſt, and 

; trueſt happineſs will be promoted. If. 58.13. 
Iꝓyuðe next deplorable evil I ſhall notice is the fin of 
1 ſwearing. Perjury, in particular, is a dreadful crime; 
x and it is to be feared many are not aware of its flagi- 
5 tiouſneſs, by the unconcern with which oaths are ad- 
1 miniſtered and taken, and by the negligence betrayed MF 


in offices which men are ſworn to diſcharge faithfully 
to the beſt of their knowledge. The guilt of perjury 
js enormous; as beſides its baneful effects on, ſociety, 
which are more eaſily diſcerned, it may be conſidered 
as a deliberate and public avowal of atheiſm : for when 

4 man appeals to Gop for what he knows to be faiſe, is 
not this to deny his 8 or thoſe glorious perfections 
by which he is known, ſueh as his omnipreſence, truth 
and juſtice? There is no doubt but common ſwearers 
frequently commit this horrible ſin, though it may be 
without a wilful deſign. Vet let them tremble in ex- 
pectation of the time, when the Loxp declares he will 

*© come near to them in judgment, and will be a ſwift 
witneſs againſt the falſe ſwearers.” Mal. 3. 5. What 
muſt we think of thoſe who take pleaſure in the im- 
pious and malignant practice of common ſwearing ; 
who know no method ſo proper to defend themſelves 
1 3 as 
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as by curſing others; who ſee nothing more eligible 
in ſpeech than thoſe blaſphemous 'expreffions which 
throw the greateſt diſhonour on their Maker; and are 
ſuch ſtrangers to their need of his favour, and their true 
happineſs, as to call for damnation on their own bodics 
and ſouls? We ſtand amazed, till we recollect it is 
_ written; © the heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, 
and madneſs is in their heart while they live.“ Ec. g. 3. 
This fin, in a particular manner, expoſes a nation to 
divine judgments ; and the practice of it is one way to 
bring an enemy into the country. Becauſe of ſwear- 
ing, ſays the prophet, the land mourneth.” Jer. 23. 10. 
_ This highly-favoured land alſo is likely to mourn, and 
will probably be afflicted by ſome grievous ſtroke, un- 
leſs a ſtop be put to the blaſphemies of the multitude, 
and the prophaneneſs which ſo generally abounds. 
What ſhall we think of the parent, or maſter, who can 


ſuffer ſuch abominations unrebuked in children, and 


8 ? How will the magifrate be excuſed, who is 
- ,Mtent to hear them in ſilence? What are the winiſters 
© gf religion doing, whoſe duty it is to reprove in the 
' gate? Where is their zeal for Gov, their concern for 
the ſouls of men, and their love to their country ? It is 
high time for us all, in our ſeveral places, to awake unto 
rightecuſneſs. Let us ariſe from our guilty ſloth, and 
uſe our earneſt endeavours to counteract and ſuppreſs 
the impieties of the times. Let the honourable repre- 
ſentatives of the nation be careful to diminiſh, as much 
as poſſible, but by no means to multiply caths in the 
forms of judicature ; leſt what is intended to ſtrengthen, 
ſhould deſtroy the government, for the reaſon before 
aſſigned. Let the ſoldier conſider profaneneſs as a 
greater ſcandal than cowardice; and that it is true ho- 
nour for him to obey the Goſpel, and fear an oath *, 


You 


* When perſons profeſſedly engaged in the defence of their country, are 
remarkably addited to fins which haſten its ruin, they betray a lamertable 
| : | | | incouſiltency 
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| You, who are now concerned for your offences, ſhould 
turn your thoughts to the ſubject of, redemption, that 
for, may be Snboyraged to truſt in the Sox. of -Gop, 


who gave himſelf a ſacrifice for the vileſt ſinners, to de: 


liver them from the wrath to come. How gracious are 


his words to ſuch. criminals as I have been deſcribing ! 


All manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 


unto men.” Mat. 12. 31. Yes, he is ready to forgive 
all who repent and believe in him ; and has delivered 
this rule for your future conduct: I ſay unto you, 
ſwear not at all; neither by heaven, &c.“ for it is un- 
lawfpl in any caſe to {wear by mere creatures, or to uſe 
their names in the form of an oath. Of courſe ſuch ex- 
preſſions as þy heaven, upon my word, upon my honour; and 


many others commonly ſubſtituted for plainer oaths, 


ſhould never be heard from Chriſtian lips. But let 
your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay ;” (a ſimple 
affirmation, er denial, as yes, or no) for whatſoever is 
more than theſe cometh of evil.” Mat. 5. 


Adultery and whoredom are grievous crimes, highly of 
fenſive to Gop, moſt injurious to ſociety, families, and 


individuals, and have a dreadful effect in bringing wrath 


upon a nation. The ſews in their degenerate ſtate, 
and on the point of being delivered up to the Chal- 
deans, were accuſed of © committing adultery, and aſ- 
ſembling by troops in the harlots' houſes. And, ſhall I 
not viſit for theſe /things? ſaith the Loxp: and fhall 
not my ſoul be nd on ſuch a nation as this?” Jer. 


"© But. are not ſuch abaminations frequent in England 3 


x 
inconſiſtency of charater. We can conceive that the ſoldier, who is a real 
Chriſtian, may, in the midſt of danger, derive ſupport from ſuch promiſes as 
whe following:“ The Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out, and thy coming in. 
A thouſand ſhall. fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand; but it 
mall not come nigh thee.” Pf. 121. and 91. But when we think of men 
#aſhing upon death and eternity, loaded with unrepented guilt, and even 


Vent and horror! 


with execrations and blaſphemies on their lips, we are truck with amaze- 


and 


„ 


YE 
and many of her great men foremoſt in tranſgreſſion? 
Then let her tears flow down in penitential ſorrow, if 
haply the deſerved vengeance may yet be turned away. 
Alas! where is the town without a proſtitute; or 
which we may not addreſs in the fame ſolemn and af- 
fecting ſtyle as the Loxp did Jeruſalem ? © In thee 
have they humbled her that was ſet apart for pollution.” 
Ezek. 22. The law indeed frowns upon adultery in 
certain caſes ; but too commonly the ſlaves of lewdneſs 
are held in reputation, and live in ſplendor, and even 
glory in their thame. Yet let them tremble when aſ- 
fared by Gop himſelf, that“ they ſhall not inherit his 
kingdom; and that all whoremongers ſhall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone.“ 1 Cor. 6. Rev. 21.8. I leave them to meditate 
on theſe texts, that I may ſpeak to ſuch as now 
„ Joathe themſelves in their own ſight for the unclean- 
neſs they have committed; and are anxious to know 
| how they may obtain deliverance from the bondage of 
corrupt affections, and from eternal miſery? ' Let them 
draw near to the throne of grace, and ſay in the lan- 
guage of David, after his grievous offences; Have 
mercy upon me, O GOD. Wath me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from my ſin. Thou de- 
ſireſt truth in the inward parts. Create in me a clean 
heart, O Go.“ Pf. 51, Let them endeavour to get 
affecting views of the wonderful love and tender mercy 
of Gop in giving up his only-begotten Son for us; and 
whoſe blood was ſhed to cleanſe adulterers, and har- 
lots, and the baſeſt offenders from all their filthineſs. 1 
Jo. 1. 7. And let them mark well what he ſays to 
thofe whom he pardons; © Go, and fin no more. Jo. 
8. 11. Whilſt they are forewarned by Solomon that 
the dead are in the harlot's houſe, and her gueſts in 
the depths of hell;“ let them, if tempted, learn to rea- 
ſon with Joſeph, © How can I do this great wieked- 
neſs, and fin. againſt Gop?” Prov. 9. 18. Gen. 39. 
a . And 
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f And as that excellent young man would not truſt him- 


ſelf alone with a led woman, let them fly from temp- 
tation, abhor the allurements to wantonneſs, and never 
ſtay where immodeſt diſcourſe is encouraged. And let 
the Apoſtle's advice be properly attended to: It is 
better to-marry than to burn. Marriage 1s honourable 
in all; and the bed undefiled : but whoremongers and 


adulterers Gop will judge.” Heb. 13. 4. 


At a time when the military are become ſo nume 
rous, enery prudent and effectual ſtep ſhould be taken 
to guard men againſt the temptations to which they 


are expoſed by idle leiſure and evil communications. 


To this end nothing is ſo proper as the plain and faith- 
8 of the Goſpel, which the officers ought 
to forward in camps and barracks at all convenient ſea- 
ſons; and alſo to encourage the diſtribution of Bibles, 
and the beſt books on religious ſubjects among the 
men. For the worD or Gop is the ſovereign anti- 
dote againſt the corruptions of the times. It is“ by 


this that a young man muſt cleanſe his way, and keep 


himſclf from the paths of the deſtroyer.” Pſ. 119. 9. and 


17. 4. Could a few officers be found to take a leading 


part in religious exerciſes, great things might be done 
or the good of the nation and the glory of Gov. 


Amongſt many illuſtrious precedents in ancient and 


modern hiſtory, the conduct of Cornelius the Roman 
Centurion is worthy of their imitation. He feared 
God with all his houſe, gave much alms to the people, 
and-was conſtant in prayer; in which holy exerciſe he 
was joined by his ſervants, and the devout ſoldiers 
about his perſon. Let every Chriſtian officer count it 
his real honour, as doubtleſs it is his duty, to go and do 


| likewiſe. Acts 10. 73 


As drunkenneſs deprives a man of his rational powers, 


and is attended by many temporal diſadvantages, 1 » 
| BA eſs 


6 


leſs pleaded for than ſome other ſins: yet it is ſtill ſo 
prevalent in this nation, that miniſters had need cry 
aloud, if peradventure the deaf ear of the drunkard may 
be opened to the words of ſoberneſs. It is the part of 
| friend to tell him, that his name ſtands at preſent in 
the condemned liſt; and that his death-warrant is ſign- 
ed by the hand of Gop himſelf. See 1 Cor. 6. 10. If. 
28. There is a woe denounced againſt him in this 
world, and in that which is to come. A conſumption 
_ threatens, or has already ſeized his health and ſub- 
ſtance; andere long he will want, but not obtain © a 
drop of water to cool his tongue tormented in the 
flame.” Luke 16. 24. If the drunkard be a poor man, 
he is more cruel to his wife and children than tygers to 
their whelps; for he prefers his' own exceſs to their 
ſufficiency. And if he be rich, his example - ſpreads 
like an infectious diſorder; or he may be compared to 
ſome formidable whirlpool, which draws whatever 
comes within its influence down to the bottom. We 
muſt not ſay, that he is no man's enemy bu his own ; for 
he is an enemy to his family, his neighbours and his 
country.* He 1s alſo an enemy to thoſe he calls his 
friends, whom he preſſes to drink, that he may look 
upon their ſhame ; for which the Loxp, whoſe enemy 
he likewiſe 1s, will cauſe him to drink of the cup of his 
indignation. Hab. 2. 15. Let all young perſons care- 
fully thun the places and the company where intempe- 
rance is encouraged, and temptations to it are frequent, 


* Whilſt the drunkard in his cups proclaims his filthy ſupport to Church 
and State, he is helping, witbout deſign, to undermine both by the fin 
which he commits. It is to be regretted, that the cuſtom of drinking toafts 
and ſentiments is not entirely diſcontinued ; as we ought not to doubt but ft 
is a device of ſatan, io draw men into exceſs; and at the ſame time to 
ſerve as a decent cover, or excuſe for the love of it. It is recorded of that 
great. luminary of the law, Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, that when he was a 
young man, he was ſo affected at an entertainment, by the ſight of a perſon, 

who fell down ſenſeleſs in a ſtate of intoxication, that it led to bis own 


converſion; and that he vowed never to drink another health whilſt he 


lived, and ſtrictly kept his reſolution. | AY 
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leſt being caught in fatan's ſnare they ſhould be bound, 


as it were, with ſtrong fetters; and led captive by 


him at his will.” And though the caſe of thoſe who 


have long been entangled, or often overcome, be un- 
fpeakably dangerous; yet we muſt not bid them deſ- 
pair, but rather conſider how the LORD IESUS CHRIST 


was crucified for ſuch ſinners as they; and that © he is 


able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come unto 
God by him.” Heb. 7. 25. However ſtrong their cor- 
uptions: may be, the grace of Cur1st is abundantly 
fafficient for them. And if the ſinner comes with 
weeping and ſupplication, then © the valley of Achor, 
(or trouble) ſhal} be a door of hope.” Hof. 2, 15. Let 
him draw near then to a'mercy-ſeat, and ſay; Loxp, 


pardon, and ſave a vile drunkard. Break the chain of 


my fins; and © pluck me as a brand out of the fire.“ 
Behold, I am all pollution; but purge me, and 1 ſhall 
be clean; waſh me in the blood of J=svs, and I ſhall 
be whiter than ſnow. Zech. 3. 2. Pf. 51. 7. 


In a chapter where the LORD records the abomina- 
tions of Jeruſalem, for which he was about to bring 
againſt her the ſword of an enemy, diſobedience to pa- 
rents is particularly noted. © In thee have they ſet 
lght by father and mother.” Ezek. 22. - And where 
is the village here, which is not juſtly chargeable with 
the ſame crime? Young perſons ſeem anxious to be 
diſentangled from all parental reſtraints, that they 
may follow their own will, and gratify every unbridled 
appetite. Can we wonder then that the LoRD ſhould 
often leave them to the delufions they have choſen, 
and to the inevitable conſequence, a hard and impeni- 
tent heart? Under the law he commanded “ the ſtub- 

born and rebellious ſon, who was a glutton and a drun- 
kard” to be ſtoned to death without mercy: and 
though we live.under a milder diſpenſation ; yet the 
dreadful exceſſes of our youth frequently bring them 


to 


e 


to an untimely grave, and eternity receives them with 
all their iniquities on their heads. Deut. 21. 18, For 
they have deſpiſed “ the firſt commandment with the 
promiſe of long life to the obedient: and it is per- 
| difficult to find inſtances of perſons attaining to 
old age, who have been guilty of any flagrant miſcon- 
duct towards their parents, except when followed by 
deep contrition, and a gracious repentance. So ma- 
nifeſt are the obligations of children to love and reve- 
rence their parents, that filial ingratitude, rudeneſs, 
and contempt, have been viewed by the light of na- 
ture as monſtrous and deteſtable. It is ſaid that 
amongſt the Hindoos, © a fon will not fit down in the 
preſence of his father, till he is ordered to do ſo: and 
a gentleman “ remarked, that during the whole time 
of his reſidence in India, he never ſaw a direct inſtance 
of undutifulneſs to parents.” Doubtleſs theſe poor 
Pagans will riſe up in the judgment with multitudes 
of nominal Chriſtians and condemn them. | 


But I muſt addreſs thoſe who feel compunCtion for 
their ſin, —who lament that they have been ſo for- 
getful of a mother's anguiſh and a father's care, as te 
have brought them additional pain and diſgrace in- © 
ſtead of comfort and honour. Your offence is griev- 

ous, and it is good for you to ſee it in that light; but 
ſo rich and free is the grace of our Saviour, that he is 
ever ready to pardon thoſe who condemn themſelves. 
Truſt then in the Lord Jeſus; and your fins will aſ— 
ſuredly be forgiven you. Learn of him to be © ſub- 
Jett to your parents” with all cheerfulneſs. Luke 2. 51. 
Let your language and behaviour to them be ever 
marked with kindneſs and reſpect. Watch over them 
with tenderneſs, and ſupport them, when in the de- 
cline of life, according to their need and your on abi- 


* Mr. Forſter. 
H 50 lity; 
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lty ; even as they watehed over you and ſupplied your 
wants, when you were perfectly helpleſs. As this 
is well-pleaſing to the LoRD, it may be conſidered 
as a hopeful evidence that you are his children; and 
the light of your example will prove a bleſſing to 
your acquaintance and your country. r. 


1 


# | 
4 


| CNET HOON r 
- -. There is no doubt but the diſtreſſing trials, which 
ſome parents meet with in their children, are cauſed 
by their ozvn miftaken fondneſs,” partiality, or criminul ne- 
glect. They indulged inſtead of © correcting them be- 
times; and gave them liberty when they ſhould have 
brought them under the yoke. It is not Roiſſeau, but 
Solomon and Pu who muſt teach us how to educate our 
children. We are now to conſider an evil: of the moſt 
alarming kind, threatening the extirpation of true re- 
ligion, and all real goodneſs with it, and conſequently 
the deſtruction of our national proſperity. The truth 
is (for I muſt not ſpare/ our children, for the moſt part, 
have not a Chriſtian education. My meaning is, they 
are not educated for CHRIST, but for the world. 
Trifling, or ſuperficial accompliſhments, the favour and 
reſpect of men, temporal advantages and worldly ho- 
nours are the objects which the inconſiderate and de- 
Juded parents have chiefly in view. But they are not 
careful to have their ſouls adorned with the graces of 
the spIRIT; or to fit them for following CHRIST in 
the paths of holineſs. No foundation is laid for the 
fear of God, though it © is the beginning of wiſdom; 
and without which there is none worthy the name. 
And though young perfons muſt neceſſarily get ſome 
acquaintance with the Scriptures from what they have 
read, or heard; yet when they obſefve that no ſtreſs is 
laid upon obeying them by their parents and inſtructors, 
that the reſpect paid to the Bible is merely in. words, 
and in ſhort, that its authority, as a rule of faith and 
practice, is actually ſet aſide, that the world may be 
8 | ol followed 
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followed, they grow up in irreligion, and with ſuch 
_ prejudices againſt the "Goſpel, that their converſion 
Foot more unlikely than that of Heathens who never 
heard it. Miniſters find the people here, not only 
ſtrangers to the fundamentals of ++ Chriſtianity, but 
holding faſt * a lie in their right hand.” Can we 
wonder then that infidelity, with all its abominable 
fruits, and diſobedience to parents in particular, ſhould 
abound? Or can any thing better be expected from 
thoſe, who have never been taught to reverence the 
authority of Gop; or ſhewn their indiſpenſable obli- 
tions to obey his commands ? But what remedy 1s 
to be applied to the evil, may ſome ſay; and how are 
we to proceed with our children? As Gop himſelf 
directs you, my brethren.” Bring them up in the 
Nurture and admonition of the LoxD.” Eph. 6. 4. As 


their faculties open, ſpeak familiarly to them of the 


things of Gop, ſuch as concern their preſent duty and 
eternal happineſs. Endeavour that from their ve 

childhood they may © know the holy ſcriptures, which 
are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, 
which is in CHRIST JEsvs.” 2 Tim. 3. 15. Store 
their memories with the plaineſt and moſt ſuitable paſ- 


ages. Enrich their minds with thoſe precious truths, 


compared with which all the learning and wealth 
of nations are vanity; © for they ſhall periſh, but 
the word of Gop abideth for ever.” As the hea- 
then claſſics (eſpecially when the reading of them 
1s aot properly guarded) have a tendency to foſter 
pride, promote infidelity and ſtrengthen the cauſe of 
ſatan; and as the ſtudy of the mathematics is either a 
matter of mere curioſity and amuſement, or its advan- 
tages are only of a temporal kind; let them withdraw 
and take a place ſuited to their real character and 
value; that due attention may be paid to the writings 
of thoſe truly difinguifhed, perſons, who © ſpake as they 
were moved by the HoLy GHOST.“ Where ſhoulda 
| . Chriſtian 
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G:riſtian ſend his children for inſtruction but to the 


Great Prophet of the church, — even to him who ſays, 


Come, take my yoke upon you, and learn of me?“ 
O ye tender parents, who are concerned for the wel- 
fare of your children, as my heart is enlarged towards 
you, ſo would I perſuade you to place your little ones 
at the feet of CR IS, who is the wiſdom of Go, the 
light of the world, and the fountain of all truth and ex- 
cellency. You can want no greater encouragement 
+ than he has given you. © Suffer the little children to 
come unto me. I love them that love me, and thoſe 


that ſeek me early ſhall find me.” Prov. 8. 17. Let 
them be accuſtomed at an early age to ſeek the Lox. 


in the exerciſe of prayer and praiſe. And let thoſe 


godly miniſters, who are able and- willing to inſtru(t 

them in the Scriptures, find a readier admittance into 

families than perſons whoſe minds are as dęſtitute f 
true wiſdom as their manners are frivolous and vain. 


Let maſters and teachers remember that a ſimilar con- 
duct is required of them towards their ſervants, appren- 


tices, or ſcholars; leſt they ſhould be“ partakers of 
their ſins,” and chargeable with their deſtruction. And 
let all attempts of this kind have the ſanction of a 


good example, and be attended with prayer for the 


divine bleſing. Theſe are mere hints on a moſt im- 
Ms 


portant ſubje 


national proſperity, 


Though we have reaſon to be thankful for the im- 
partial adminiſtration of public juſtice in this country, 


yet the multiplied robberies, forgeries and frauds, 


which are ſtill committed, are ſo many calls to weep 


t; yet they point out the certain way to 
real happineſs and honour, — to domeſtic peace, and 


ing and humiliation before Gop: It is grievous to 


[hear of the encouragement given to the deſperate and 
iniquitous practice of ſmuggling ; how many places 
abaund with pilferers and petty thieves ; whilſt others, 

1 . = who 
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who rob not upon His plan, contract the ſame kind of 
uilt by extortion, impoſition, cozening and oyer-reach- 
ing in their dealings. Now as every kind of injuſtice 
is an abomination to the LoxrD ; ſo all unrighteous 
perſons are excluded from his kingdom. 1 Cor. 6. 9. 
This alſo is a fin for which he ſtrikes offending nations, 
and cauſes © the land to mourn.” Hoſ. 4. 3. © Be- 
hold,” ſays he to Jeruſalem, & I have ſmitten mine 
hand at thy diſhoneſt gain which thou haſt made. 
Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be ſtrong 
in the days that I ſhall deal with thee?” Ezek. 22. 
If any of you have been guilty of taking the accurſed 
thing, repent without delay; and prove your ſincerity 
by making reſtitution to the utmoſt of your power; 
for the wicked is required to © give again that he had 
ſtolen.“ Ezck. 33. 15. And the conſideration that 
this is often difficult, and ſometimes impratticable, _ 
ſhould help to deter men from an offence, which may 
make their dying bed a ſcene of bitterneſs, lamen 
tation and horror. I ſpeak that of which I have been 
a mournful eye-witneſs, and ſpeak it for your warning. 
Cleanfe your hands then from 1l|-gotten pelf ; and be 
even ſwifter to reſtore than you once were to take it. 
But let no ſincere penitent fink into deſpondency be- 
cauſe he cannot do what he would, if it were now in 
his power. Let all ſuch look to JESUS, the*broken- 
hearted ſinner's friend, who was himſelf © numbered 
with tranſgreſſors, and pardoned the dying thief. 
Let them only truſt in him, and they ſhall be as though 
they had not offended ; for he has © blotted out as a 
thick cloud their tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud their 
ſins.” If. 44. 22. And all that truly believe in him 
will delight to learn their duty from his gracious lips: 
_ © Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do 
ye even ſo to them. Let him that ſtole, ſteal no more: 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth,” Mat. 7. Eph. 4. _— 
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| But is any injuſtice, any ill-gotten wealth tolersted 
by us as a nation? Let thoſe, who are moſt acquainted 

with that horrid traffic in human fleſh called the abe 
trade, anſwer the queſtion. It is proper to remark, 
that in order to exempt us from the charge of hypo- 
criſy in the obſervation of a Faſt, we are required in 
this chapter © to undo the heavy burdens, to let the op- 
preſsed go free, and to break every yoke.” And will Bri- 
_ Fain, celebrated as the land of liberty, be the /aff of the 
nations to take the yoke from the wretched negroes, 
and to grant them the rights to which they are en- 
titled in common with other men ? Let her remember, 
that the Redeemer of that poor, oppreſſed, and much- 
injured people © is mighty, and ſhall plead their cauſe 
with her,“ and may probably ſhake her very foundations, 
unleſs ſhe ceaſe to countenance this deteſtable trade, 


and the infamous arts by which it is ſupported. | 


Prov. 23. 11. Let her alſo do her utmoſt (as the beſt 
reſtitution in her power) to ſend meſſengers of grace into 
the country, who ſhall publiſh the glad tidings of ſpi- 
ritual Hiberty and ſalvation through the Loxy Jesvs 
CaurTsr. And may Erkiopta, and every other African 
kingdom and diſtrict “ ſoon ſtretch out their hands 
unto Gop !” Pf. 68. 31. WH 


On the preſent occaſion we may properly bewail 
the prodigious guilt contracted by Hing, falſehood, trea- 

chery, flatiery, diſſimulation, backbiting, ſlauder, and other 
Vuices of the tongue, which © is a fire, a world of ini- 
quity.“ Ja. 3. 6. Proud man, affecting to be what he 


was before the fall, thinks himſelf injured if his veracity, 


or ſincerity be queſtioned ; yet there is probably no 
fin to which we are more prone by nature than to of- 
fend againſt the truth. For it is the character of the 
human © heart to be deceitful above all things,” and 
of the wicked (a term applied to all unregenerate 
-perſons) that © they go aſtray from 7heir birth 2 g 
. | * Re: 
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lies.“ Jer. 1). 9. Pſ. 58. David's deſcription of the 
manners of men in his time is by no means peculiar 
ta that age, or people : © They ſpeak vanity every one 
with his neighbour ; with flattering lips, and with a 

| double heart do they ſpeak. The Loxp ſhall cut off 
| all flattering lips, and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud 
things?” Pi 12. 2. For as © lying lips are abomina- 
tion to the LoxD,” ſo his threatnings againſt the ſm 
are of the moſt terrible kind: What thall be done 
unto thee, thou falſe tongue? Sharp arrows of the 
mighty, with-coals of juniper.“ Pſ. 120. Let it be 
conſidered how far our preſent character, as a nation, 
may reſemble that of the Jews, when on the eve of 
ruin? © They bend their tongues like their bow for 
lies; but they are not valiant for the truth. Every 
neighbour will walk with, flanders. Their tongue is 
as an arrow ſhot out, it ſpeaketh deceit, &c.“ And in 
proportion as we reſemble their character, may we 
not expect to ſhare in the puniſhment denounced 
againſt. their offences? © Therefore thus ſaith the 
Loxd or HosTs,—behold I will feed them with 
wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 
Speak; thus ſaith the Lok D, Even the carcaſes of men 
thall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the 
handful after the harveſt-man, and none ſhall gather 
them.“ Jer. 9. 3. &c. | 


: It becomes us alſo to reflect with ſorrow on the 
prevalence of pride. Numbers ſeem to conſider rank 
and affluence, not as the means of being more uſeful 
do others, and bringing more glory to Gon; but ra- 
ther as juſtifiable reaſons for ſeif-exaltation, and every 
kind of extravagant indulgence in dreſs, furniture, and 
equipage, as well as intemperate living. Many, who 
have no riches, or worldly honours, are enxious to ob- 
tain them; and the poor are often proud of ſome 
goodneſs, or knowledge of a religious kind, which 
5 | | | they 
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they fancy they poſſeſs; though the truth is, that by 
nature © there is none righteous, no not one. There is 
none that underſtandeth.” Rom. 3. Such is the hor- 
rible tendency of pride, that it will either dethrone 
Gop, or God muſt deſtroy all who continue proud. 
As the former is impoſlible, ſo the latter will allarediy 
take place ; for the day of the-LorD or Hos rs 
ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and 
upon every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be 
brought low.“ If. 2. Let all who believe this humble 
themſelves before Gop; and Le for grace to make 
them lowly in heart. It is a fatal ſymptom of a rapid 
decay in any Government, when upon every emer- 
ency recourſe is had in the firſt place to an arm of 
eh; and it is ſeriouſly apprehended, that at the pre- 
ſent moment, too much confidence is placed in the 
external means of defence; for it Gop ſhould be 
againſt us, what are fleets and armies but © vain things 
tor ſafety?” It is true that proclamations, commiſ—- 
ſions, &c. come out in the old ſtyle, expreſſive of a 
belief in Providence, and a reliance on the divine 
power and goodneſs ; but do not many regard theſe an- 
tiquated forms as proofs of the weakneſs rather than 
the wi/dom of our anceſtors ; and would not a member 
of parliament, or the commander of an army, who 
ſhould ſtand up, and exhort thoſe about him to place 
no confidence in any thing but Gov, be ſuſpected of 
enthuſiaſm ? It ſhould never be forgotten, that “ thoſe 
who honour Gop he will honour ; but they that deſpiſe 
him ſhall be lightly eſteemgd.” 1 Sam. 2. 30. . 


4 | 0 © 2 35 
Tt might be expected that thoſe, who plead for the 
Fuſtionable diverſions atzpther times, would now ſee rea- 
ſon to agree with ſueh miniſters as cry aloud againſt 
the continuance of them. They are expedient at no 
ſeaſon, as their tendency is to extinguith all vital 
Chriſtianity ; but they are ſtrikingly unſuitable at 2 
0 ent, 


ſent, when the nation's duty is evidently that to whic 


— 
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the Apoſtle calls us; Ja. 4: 9. © Be afflicted, and mourn, 


and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, 
8. 


and your joy to heavipefs. Humble yourſelves in the 


| fight of the Lorp, and he ſhall lift you up.” What 


an awful proof of ſpiritual blindneſs, to be devoted te 
diſſpation whilſt dangers are thickening around! 
« LokD, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not 
fee.” And it follows in the ſame verſe, © but they 
ſhall ſee, yea, the fire of thine enemies ſhall devour 
them.” if 26. Let the children of mirth and folly, 
the gay and carelefs votaries of pleaſure, reflect on the 


miſeries they are bringing on their bleeding country 


by their impieties; and let them © come down and fit 


in the duſt, and take up a bitter lamentation. Let 
the prieſts, the, miniſters of the Loxp, weep,—and let 
them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lox, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach.” Joel 2. 17. Let none of 
us be ſo forgetful of our peculiar office as to give a 
ſanction to folly and diſſi pation by our example. That 
any, who are called miniſters of CHRIS ſhould do 


this, © 15—and hall be for a lamentation. They who con- 


tend for the innocency of card and dancing aſſemblies, 


the Theatre, 8c. may be reminded, that if they heartily 


embrace the goſpel, their judgment will be enlightened 
and their taſte corrected reſpecting the real value and 


lawtulneſs of things; and their;deciſions will be widely 


* Theſe obſervations were added after delivery, and I hope with ro view 


but to advance the cauſe of true religion and the glory of God. The mi- 


niſter, who, „Keeps himſelf unſpotted from the world,” who is __ em- 


ployed in ſtudying the Holy Scriptures, viſiting the poor and afflicted, inſtruct- 


ing the ignorant, and other duties of his ſacred calling will in this aN 
meet with true pleaſure and enjoy ſubſtantial happineſs. But let us hear 


the dying te dimony of that diligent and laborious ſervant of the Loxp, 
M. Henry. A little before his death, which happened in 1714, he ſaid to 


a a friend, © You have been uſed, to take notice of the ſayings of dying meg. 


This is mine, that a life ſpent in the ſervice of God and communion with 
| n 16 14 moſt comfortable and, pleaſant lifè that any one can live in 
is world. 8 7 | = : 
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different. from what they: are at preſent.” | For. « he | 


chat is ſpiritual judgeth all things, yet he himſelf 


is judged of no man.” 1 Cor. 2. And to thoſe who 
demand what are the pleaſures we propoſe in lieu of 
the others? We anſwer, ſuch pleaſures as David felt 
when he ſaid, © O God, thou art my Gop, early will I 
ſeek thee. My ſoul thirſteth for thee,—to ſee thy 
power and thy glory, ſo as I have ſeen. thee in the 
ſanctuary. Becauſe thy loving kindneſs is better than 
life. My meditation o* him Gal be ſweet ; I will be 
zlad in the LoxD. The Lokp is the portion of mine 


inheritance.— The lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant 


places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.“ To exchange 


carnal diverſions for communion with Gop, peace of 


conſcience, the hope of Heaven and joy in the Hor v 
GHosr, is at leaſt to have water turned into wine, and 
as much the effect of divine power. Theſe are plea 
ſures which abide with the true Chriſtian through all 


changes, in ſickneſs, and in death; and which, as the 


world knows them not, ſo it can neither give, nor 
take away. And if the money which is ſpent at the 
theatref, and elſewhere in the ſupport of folly, corrup- 


+ 


tion and miſery, were applied to relieve the wants of 
the poor, the fatherleſs and widow, and to promote 


the ſpread of the goſpel, it would be attended with a 
purer delight and greater advantage even in this world; 


and whether it would not turn to better account at the 


day of judgment, let the conſcience of any man, who 


3 not hardened in infidelity, determine. 


In our confeffions on this ſolemn occaſion, we ought 


not to forget the abuſe of the goſpel, which, though 
mentioned laſt, is by no means th 

The goſpel is abuſed whenever a profeſſion of it is not 
adorned by a holy and beneficent conduct. To ſub- 


| + See Dr. Witherſpoon on the Stage 3 and Mr. Wilberforce's Practical 
Vie, page 306. | Equine woe aol 


e leaſt of our offences. 


ſtitute 
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ſtitute mere notions and opinions in the room of © the 


work of faith, and labour of love, and the patience of 
hope,” what is it, beloved, but a © ſtrong deluſion,” 


againſt which it concerns us to cry aloud, that the 


cheat may be diſcovered, and * that the ele& may ob- 
tain the ſalvation which is in CHRIST JEsvs, with 
eternal glory?” 2 Tim. 2. 10. For Gop hath choſen 


them to a ſalvation from ſin; and © that they ſhould be 


holy, and without blame before him in love.” Eph. 1. 4. 


The grand deſign of CxrisT's redemption, as mani- 


feſted in this world, is thus deſcribed ; © He gave him- 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous of 


good works.” Tit. 2. But if they, who profeſs to be 


ſaved by the death of Cur1sT, know nothing of is 
zeal; if they are covetous and proud, malicious, deceit- 


ful, unjuſt, or as fond of worldly pleaſures as other men; 


then the peculiar deſign and excellency of the goſpel 
are loſt, Gop is greatly diſhonoured, and his truth is 
blaſphemed and trampled under foot by men, who are 
hereby confirmed in their averſion to it. Theſe re- 
marks ought not to diſtreſs the poor in ſpirit, who are 
ftriving againſt the“ fin that dwelleth in them,” and 
lament that they © cannot do the things that they 
would.” Rom. 7. Gal. 5. But if © the ſinners in 
Zion, (whc were carnally ſecure and preſumptuous) are 
afraid, and fearfulneſs ſurpriſe the hypocrites,” their 
alarm is moſt reaſonable ; for © he that ſaith, he knows 
CHRIST, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him.” If. 33. 14. 1 Jo. 2. 4. 


The Goſpel is abuſed when the knowledge of it is 
employed to create, or ſtrengthen party-differences, and 
to widen inſtead of healing breaches in the church. 
Our Lox regards the church as his own body, all the 
members of which are-.inſeparably united to himſelf 
and to one another; and this relation and union muſt 
| be 


4 
be manifeſted to the world by their mutual affection. 
John 13. 35. and 17. 21. Let no man then preſume 
to diſunite what Chriſt has joined: together; or to ſup- 
port diviſions which have unhappily been made by 
others. Do any glory in gifts, or peculiar ſentiments, 
forms and diſtinctions? The Apoſtle * ſhews them a 
more excellent way,” by ſtrongly enforcing that , 
which ſuffereth long, and is kind, and beareth, and be- 
lieveth all things.” 1 Cor. 13. Let us cheerfully allow 
all, who ſerve our common Lozp,.to think and jud 
for themſelves; as they may have as good reaſons for 
their conduct as we have for ours. Let indifferent 
things be given up, externals bend, and every allowable 
RTE freely made, that brotherly love may have 
room to expand; and that the world may again be- 
hold with aftoniſhment, the oneneſs of the church. Let 
us pray for this bleſſed event; that our Jeruſalem may 


appear as,* a city, that is compact together, and that 


33 be within her walls, and proſperity within 
er palaces; and that the time of harmony and illu- 
mination may come, when © the watchmen ſhalbhft up 
the voice, and ſing together, and ſhall ſee eye to eye.” 
PC. 122. If. 52. 6. I am not led to underſtand the 
paſſage of a clearer inſight into any forms, or even ſenti- 
ments; but rather of that knowledge which the Apoſtle 
had in view, when he prayed for the Epheſians, that 

the eyes of their underſtanding being enlightened, 
they might know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
ſaints; and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power to us-ward who believe: and that being rooted 
and grounded in love, they might be able to compre- 
hend with all faints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height, and to know the love of CHRIST 
which paſſeth knowledge, that they might be filled 


with all the fulneſs of Gop.” Bleſſed are they who 


have the © charity which edifieth, rather than © the 
| knowledge 


| 4 
knowledge which puffeth up.” 1 Cor. 8. 1. And as 
„ he that hateth his brother is in darkneſs, it follows, 
that they have the cleareſt light, who feel the ſtrongeſt 
affection for the brethren, and the pureſt benevolence 


towards their enemies. 1 Jo. 2. 11 


The goſpel is lamentably abuſed, when its reputed 


friends are of a meddling and factious ſpirit, verſed in 


political jargon, or forward to excite popular diſcon- 


tent and ſedition. Religion is thus groſlly miſrepre- 


ſented ; and men are led to infer, that Cazisr's king- 
dom is of this world, contrary to his own expreſs de- 
_ claration. John 18. 36. On ſearching the ſcriptures, 
1 am ſatisfied that Chriſtians are bound to © obey ma- 
giſtrates, to be no brawlers, to ſpeak evil of no man; 
but as much as lieth in them to live peaceably with 


all men.” Tit: 3. Rom. 12. It has alfo been remark- _ 


ed, that when the Apoſtle wrote the chapter, where 
be expreſſly handles the ſubject, and inſiſts upon tri- 
- bute, honour and obedience to rulers, the tyrant Nero 
filled the imperial throne ; and it is needleſs to fearch 
for times of greater wickedneſs' and oppreflion. Yet 
no exception whatever is made on this account, from 
which the Chriſtian might conceive himſelf releaſed 


from the duty of ſubjection. Rom. 1 3 I likewiſe find 


ſeditions ranked among © the maniteſt works of the 
fleſh ;” and that the vile hypocrites deſcribed by Jude 


were“ murmurers, ſuch as deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak 


evil of dignities.” Gal. 5. 19. All this convinces me 
that the real Chriſtian is a quiet and peaceable mem 
ber of the community ; and that he readily obeys the 
exiſting government in all things not contrary to the 
commands of Gop. If in fo doing he ſhould ſuffer 


oppreſſion, he may doubtleſs petition for redreſs: and 


ſhould this be ineffectual, I ſtill conceive the path of 
dutꝶ to be plain. © Let none of you ſuffer as an evil- 
doer, or as a buſy-body in other men's matters. Yet if 

= any 
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any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed ; 
but let him glorify Gop on this behalf.” 1 Pet: 3. 15. 
Where ws mh; 0mm are corrupt and ſupport impiety, 
Gop will doubtleſs ſhake, or overturn them, it may be 
with violence and blood: but the followers of the 
Lamb may learn their character and duty from a very 
intereſting prophecy: © He that leadeth into captivity, 
thall go into captivity ; he that killeth with the fword, 
muſt be killed with the ſword. Here is the parrence 

and the faith of the faints.” Rev. 13. 10. OED 


Me ought to be thankful that Goy' puts it into the 
hearts of rulers to call us' to devout exerciſes ; and I 
conceive that the goſpel is diſhonoured when thoſe, who _ 
rofeſs to fear him, are backward to obey ; and eſpeci- 
ally when they treat with marked neglett ſo ſacred and 
fpiritual a duty as the obſervation of a religious faft -a 
duty which can hardly be unſeaſonable whilſt we have 
fins to deplore and judgments to deprecate. | Inſtead of 
arguing againſt the neceſſity of the war, would it not 
be a clearer proof of ſpiritual wiſdom to acknowledge 
the appointment of Gop; and when his hand is — 
ed out, to humble themſelves under it, as being ſenſi- 
ble that they have added to the national guilt by their 
own fins? Or will they wait 'till the ſword of the enemy 
is in our ſtreets and houſes before they confeſs it to be 
the ſword of the I:orp,” which he has * given into 
the hand of the ſlayer”? Ezek. 21. The argument 
drawn from the miſconduct of ſtate miniſters is equally 
weak. I make no alluſions to thoſe who are now in 
power here; and whom I deſire, in the fear of Gop, 
whoſe miniſters they are, to honour and obey in all 
things lawful. But on the ſuppoſition that miniſters 
were weak and wicked, could ſo mournful a circum- 
ſtance render it unneceflary for the people to humble 
themſelves before Gop, who is then more evidently 


drawing near to judgment, and works by what inſtru- 
nl | 0 ments 
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ments he will ?. Can we conceive more impious men, or a 
more corrupt court than Jchoiakim and his counſellors? 

Yet a faſt was ſolemnly, proclaimed, and we have rea- 
ſon to believe, obſerved with. great ſtrictneſs by Jere- 
miah, Baruch and other pious perſons. Jer. 36. We 
know; the mind of the holy prophet, who declared, that 
if they would not hear, © his ſoul ſhould weep in ſecret 


places for their pride.” Jer. 13. 17. By whatever 


means. then the preſent war was begun, or is prolong- 


ed, it concerns all ſincere Chriſtians to look from ſecond 


cauſes to Gop, and to weep for their own fins and 
thoſe of the people. I have ſpoken freely, becauſe I 
would © not ſuffer fin upon my brethren.” Lev. 19. 17. 


And if this be as-kindly received as I hope it is given, 


brotherly love will not be diminiſhed, but ſupported 
on the trueſt principles. That the ſacred ordinance of 

Faſting, ſo ſtrongly bone by the example and pre- 
cepts of CHRIST, and the practice of Apoſtles, pro: 
phets and the holieſt men, is now in ſo great diſrepute,— 
I had almoſt ſaid contempt, is to me one proof that 
much of the religious * e of the preſent day, is 


fpecious and ſuperficial, and that the genuine ſelf- 


denial and humility ſo remarkable in the primitive 
Chriſtians are rarely to be foun a. 

That © many good things are to be found” in the 
nation ſhould be remembered with gratitude to God; 


and they might have been enlarged upon here with 


 approbation, or contraſted with the impieties of our 
neighbours. But it would have led me too far from 
the ſcope of the text. And commendation, though 
Phealing, is dangerous: reproof may be painful, but it 
is fafe. | 5 | | 


I conclude with a practical addreſs to unbelievers, 
convinced {ſinners and real Chriſtians. You, who now 
* walk after the courſe of this world,” are the unbe- 

5 1 | | levers, 
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Hevers, and are called © the children of difobedierice ;” 
becauſe neither your faith, nor practice, are taken 
from the word of Gop, and you are living in rebellion 
againſt-him. Fou may talk of your loyalty, and pro- 
fes a ſincere regard to the preſent government: but 
the doctrine before laid down makes it certain, that ſo 
long as you continue in your fins, you are contributing 
to your country's ruin, and probably by bringing an ene- 


my into it. For © righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but 


fin is a reproach to any people.“ Prov. 14. 34. The 
ae of ſin leads Fo ruin and kay. er "You ob- 
rve, that drunkennefs, ſwearing, fornication, and 
other evils already ſpecified, are very common: how 
bominable then muſt the heart be, from whence theſe 
and all kinds of wickedneſs flow! Mark 7. 21. And 
how often are they ſtirring there, and formed in the 


enen when they are not brought into the out- 
ward conduct for want of opportunity! May a con- 

viction of this truth direct your attention and concern 
to that radical change, without which CHRIS aſſures 
us, no man can enter into his kingdom; for © ye muſt 
be born again.” John 3. Conſider alſo the evil of fin 
_ as defined in the ſcriptures, and as committed againſt. 
Gov, who is of infinite purity and goodneſs; for we 


can form no adequate conceptions of its  malignity - 


from the temporal miſeries which it occaſions, however 
terrible they may be. Now the wages, or proper de- 
fert of fin is death,—even the ſecond death, or the 
. everlaſting and inconceivable torments of foul and oooy 
in hell; as appears from the fentence which Chrit 
will pronouncè on all them who obey not the Goſpel: 
« Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fite, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” Matt. 25. Alas! 


do ye not tremble, when, ye conſider, the uncertainty of 


life; and how ſoon your precious foul may be. loſt be- 
| yond all hope of recovery? But how may a finner ob- 
tain the divine favour, and efcape the punifhment'due 

od es „„ | | 2 WM 
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ta his offence 


> his ? It is the moſt, important of all inqui- 
ris g L ds r be thankfolco d e that hs has 


_ enabled me, and now, 


in, he law,” is pronounced accurſed by it. 


., 


ves me an opportunity to ſhew 
von the way: Be aſſured, that this happineſs can 

y apy. wiſdom, ſtrength, or rightez 
oulacks of quis. We naturally. think, that when we 
ſhall have, forſaken, our fins, and diſcharged the duties 
which, we are conſcious. we have. naglected, thro al 
will, be; well. Hut this is not the Goſped; and could. 
alzation have been. obtained. in this way, we Dark 


have wanted no 
the law; and 8 certain a way to deſtruction as the 


maſt vicious courſes, unleſs you, can prove that you 
have never offended. Gop in thought, word, or dee; 
< tor every one, that continues not in all things TER 

| gd A by it. Cal. 3. 10, 
Let amendment of life he carried to the utmoſt height 
and ftriftneſs, a man is. ſtill under the curſe of the law, 


and the guilt of all bis fins, and muſt, periſh, unleſs he 


obtains: a perfect righteouſneſs, every way anſwerable 
to the demands of the holy law. And here the glo- 
rious Goſpel, and the admirable riches of the free grace 
of GoD therein revealed come maſt ſeaſonahly to our 

4 


relief, that the convinced finger may be ſaved from def; 


pair. So aſtoniſhing was the love of Gop to ſinners 


and enemies, that he gave his only begotten ſon, incon- 


ceivably dear to himſelf, that he might aſſume our na- 


ture, and ſuffer for our fins, and bring in everlaſting 


righteouſneſs for our juſtification. '1 Jo. 4. 9. Dan. 9. 
24. In the Goſpel this righteouſneſs of Cyr 187 is {et 
forth as the only meritorious cauſe of our acceptance 
with Gop ; and we are certified, that it becomes our 


righteouſueſs upon our believing in him. © For CRRIS is 


the end of the law for righteoufneſs to every one that 


 believeth.” Rom. 10. 4. Take good heed then where 


you. look for righteouſneſs and falvation. Keep your- 
ſelxes out of ſiglit, and ſet your own ſuppoſed genes 
3 e 2 alide 
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did, defiring to know © what you muſt do to be ſaved?“ 
 hould rejoice when you hear the Apoſtle's anſwer ; 
Believe on the Loxy Jxsvs CHRIST, and thou ſhalt 
be fuved.“ Acts 16. Such is the plain teſtimony of 
Seripture on a ſubject the moſt intereſting of all others 
* By grace we are ſaved through 1 
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to ſinful men. 
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and that not of ourſelves ;" it is the gift of Gov.” Eph 
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2. By this doQtrine the Lonp in every age © coinforts 
them that ee 88 them peace o conſcience, and 
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turns them from their wicked ways: It is alſo of the 


gKreateſt conſequence” to preſerve the doctrine in its 
Fiptural purity ; for if righteouſneſs come by the 


aw, then CHRIs r is dead. in vain.” Gal. 2. 21. If any 
thing done by us be nectſſary as. a cauſe of juſtification. 
ede Go, or if we can ſerye him acceptably in our 
ſtrength, then the grace and blood of CHRIST are 
raged, his death is rendered needleſs, and the Gof- 
pef is hid from bur eyes. This deſerves the conſidera- 
tion of ſuch as deny the proper divinity of our Lox», 
who of courſe are left without any ground of hope but 
their own works; and alſo of all thote who think it ſuf- 
ficient, in a general and indefinite way, to truſt in the 
_ divine mercy; or who preſumptuouſly aſk, whether 
Go could not have pardoned fin without ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing expedient as the incarnation and deathof hisSon? 
They ſhould be ſatisfied with CRRIST's own declaration, 
| phat „thus it BEnoveD HTM to ſuffer.” And having 

earnt that the expiation of fin, through the Redeemer's 
blood, was neceſſary, that God might acquit ſinners 
conſiſtently with his truth and juſtice, let them bewail 
the offences which brought the Lord of glory to the 
ignominious and painful croſs. And as they meditate 
on divine love fo incomparably rich and free, may they 
with Thomas, lament their paſt unbelief, and falling 
down at the feet of Jesvs, ſay with him, My Loxp, 


a» © 0 


and my Gop:” for“ bleſſed are they that have not ſeen. 


and yet have believed.” John 20. 28. | 


Much might be ſaid to true believers on their pecu- 

1iar privileges, duties, and trials: but the time have 
already taken up obliges me to be brief. A real Chrif- 
tian, or believer, is one to whom CHRIST is precious, 
whois ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, n 
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 forſake you.” Eleave to him then as, your 2 

and love not the world, neither the Ing t at are in 
the world, the vanit and deceitfulneſa of. vchich are 
naw ſo ſtrikingly taught in providence. If you. are fa- 
vaurgd, with riches, turn them, without delay, to the 


Ir: i 


beſt advantage, by Nine. Se to > thaſe 6 wha are in 
: | this 
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_ good will towards men.“ 


{29 )- 


« this is not your reſt ;” and awake to the exerciſe of 


faith, love, patience, and every Chriſtian grace. Awake 
from” earthly politics and groveling purſuits, that you 
may have your converſation in Heaven, and walk 


| worthy, of Gop, who hath called you unto his king- 
dom and glory.” Phil. 3. 20. 1 Theſ. 2. 12. Awake, 
and © put on the whole armour of Gop, that ye may 
be able to withſtand in the evil day, and having done 
all to ſtand.” Eph. 6. Awake, I ſay, beloved, and be 
. inſtant in prayer for yourſelves, the church, and for all 
. Tanks of men in the nation, that they may know and 
ſerve the Lorp of glory; and that deſerved judgments 


may be averted. Pray eſpecially for the increaſe of _ 


faithful miniſters, who ſhall be of a truly catholic and 
Apoſtolic ſpirit, unſhackled by ſects and parties; and 

that there may be © a multitude of behevers of one 

heart, and of one ſoul, who ſhall endeavour to keep the 
: our of the ſpirit in the bond of peace.” Ads 4. 32 
Ted effects of the Goſpel, as announced by Angels, be 
ſoon acknowledged and felt throughout the world 
Glory to Gop in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 


4. 3. To which I ſhall only add, may the bleſ- 
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